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Sermon Outline:
The Way of Jesus Between Comfort and Elitism
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Text: John 20:28; Matthew 9:13; John 11:49-53

Theme: Jesus calls His followers away from both comfortable religion and spiritual elitism into a life of
worshipful obedience, humble service, and faithful discipleship.

I. The Danger of Comfortable Religion: The Way of Caiaphas

Key Truth: Caiaphas chose comfort, power, and control over surrendering to Christ.
(L) pontifex (High Priest) = a bridge-builder.
Eugene Peterson, “A priest stands in the middle between us and God, between
God and us.”
Questions: Am | more concerned about preserving my comfort than pursuing Jesus?
Has my faith become routine rather than a living relationship with Christ?
Do | seek God's will, or do | seek to maintain control over my life?

Application: Evaluate areas where comfort may hinder obedience.
Move beyond religious activity into genuine worship and relationship
with Jesus.
Ask God to replace self-protection with wholehearted trust.

Il. True Worship Requires Sacrifice
Key Truth: Worship is not about convenience but surrendering our best to God.

Questions: Am | giving God my first and best, or only my leftovers?
When | worship, am | fully present before God?
What sacrifice is God asking me to bring before Him today?

Application: Begin each day by dedicating yourself to God in prayer.
Serve God with excellence rather than minimal effort.
Offer your time, resources, and abilities as acts of worship.

Ill. The Danger of Spiritual Elitism: The Way of the Essenes

Key Truth: The Essenes sought purity through isolation, but Jesus entered
broken places to reach broken people.

Questions: Do | avoid people who struggle spiritually?



Have | become judgmental toward those who are different from me?
Do | love Jesus while neglecting His church and people?

Application: Build relationships with people who need God's grace.
Practice humility instead of spiritual pride.
Embrace the imperfect community God has placed around you.

IV. Jesus Chose a Better Way

Key Truth: Jesus rejected both corruption and isolation. He pursued holiness
while remaining engaged with people.

Questions: Am | balancing truth and grace as Jesus did?
Do | remain faithful in difficult and imperfect situations?
How can | demonstrate Christ's love to others this week?

Application: Stay committed to God's people even when relationships are challenging.
Speak truth with compassion and humility.
Follow Jesus' example of loving sinners without compromising truth.

V. The Confession of a Disciple: "My Lord and My God"
Key Truth: True discipleship is surrendering leadership and control of our lives to Jesus.

Questions: Is Jesus truly Lord over every area of my life?
Am | willing to obey even when | do not fully understand?
What step of faith is Jesus asking me to take today?

Application: Trust Jesus before you have all the answers.
Practice daily surrender through prayer and obedience.
Make Thomas's confession your daily prayer: "My Lord and my God."

Conclusion

We face two temptations: the comfort of Caiaphas and the elitism of the Essenes.

Jesus calls us to neither. He calls us to follow Him in worship, sacrifice, humility, community, and
faithful obedience.

May our daily response be: "My Lord and my God."



