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Ponderings from the  

April 2022 

United Messenger 

Mask Update  
Masks are welcome for those who 

feel most comfortable and safe 

wearing them, but not required 

for all. 

“Revive us again, O God! I know you will! 
Give us a fresh start! Then all your people will 
taste your joy and gladness.”  

–Psalm 85:6, The Passion Translation 
 

 Early each morning I walk across my yard to 
the chicken coop to let our little flock down 
from their roost and gather the warm brown 
eggs they’ve just laid. No matter how busy the 
rest of the day may be, those early morning 
moments help ground me in the beauty of each 
day. I appreciate the sunrise coming a bit earli-
er every morning as our daylight hours ex-
pand. I listen to the robins chirping and the 
noisy geese and swans down on the lake call-
ing to one another as they vie for the best spots 
of open water. I notice how much smaller the 
snow piles are getting as they slowly melt 
away to moisten the ground for the coming 
season of growth. I rejoice in each of these 
signs of spring and eagerly anticipate more 
signs of life and growth to come! 
 I have been feeling the same sense of rejoic-
ing and anticipation each Sunday at church. 
Many of our “snowbirds” have migrated back 
to Menomonie too, and each week there are a 
few more faces in the sanctuary as some peo-
ple return for their first time since the pandem-
ic began two years ago and others who first 
met us online begin to join us in person too. 
The church is filled with beautiful sound, not 
only during worship as we sing together but 
even after worship as cheerful voices resound 
through the building in a whole cacophony of 
conversations. The long winter and the pan-
demic are receding away, making room for a 
whole new season of revival and growth!  
 

 I give thanks for the season of spring, the 
growth of Lent, the coming joy of Easter, and 
all the joy we can experience together as a 
community of faith! I pray that you are find-
ing new signs of hope and renewed joy in 
your life these days too, and I look forward to 
seeing you soon in worship. 
 

Joyfully, 
Pastor Wendy  

Easter Prayer Walk 
 

The whole church and community is invited to 
come to the church on Wednesday, April 13 for 
an Easter Prayer Walk led by our youth. Stop 
by anytime between 6:00-8:00 pm. Interactive 
prayer stations will be available for you to walk 
through at your own prayerful pace. 



Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Our New Mobile App is Here! 
We’re excited to announce Menomonie United Method-

ist Church has upgraded our mobile app! Vanco, our e-

Giving provider, has launched an updated mobile app 

called Vanco Mobile. 

You can download the Vanco Mobile app for free from 

the App Store or Google Play. From there, you can 

make a one-time donation or set up recurring giving 

right through the app. Just select your fund and amount, 

enter a payment method and complete the donation. 

EGiving Also Available  
on our Website! 

You can also give to the church by visiting our website 

at menomonieumc.org and click on the menu item 

“Give” this will walk you through the online giving pro-

cedure. 
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Coffee and Conversation with 
Pastor Wendy  

Wednesday afternoons  
Marion’s Legacy   2-4 pm 

She’ll be happy to see you and to chat about anything 
that is on your mind, but she’d especially love to hear 
about: What are some of the most life-giving, inspir-
ing things you’ve experienced recently? What are 
some of the things you still long for or need most in 
this season of life? Stop in to let her know, or if you’d 
prefer not to meet face to face just yet, send her an 
email at pastor@menomonieumc.org or call the 
church and leave a message with the best time to call 
you back. 

Wanted:  
New Leaders on the  

Accountable Leadership Board 
For the past couple of years we’ve been using a more 

streamlined form of church governance that combined 

several of our former administrative committees (Staff-

Parish Relations Committee, Trustees, Finance Commit-

tee, and Administrative Council) into one Accountable 

Leadership Board. This model helps to bring greater 

focus on our mission—to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world—even as we help 

care for the daily details of hiring and supporting church 

staff members, caring for the maintenance of the build-

ing, stewarding the financial resources of the church, 

and attending to the overall health of the church. 

There are a few vacancies on our Board and those who 

applied and were elected to the first Accountable Lead-

ership Board have begun rotating off of the committee 

so additional vacancies will be created as each of them 

complete their term. If you are interested in serving a 

three-year term on the Accountable Leadership Board, 

please see Pastor Wendy for more information. Applica-

tions are available in the church office, along with a 

copy of the Leadership Board Covenant for you to re-

view as you consider whether this is an area in which 

God may be calling you to serve. 

 
Well, not a “food fight” exactly. We’ve been 

invited to a Food Drive Challenge for Stepping 
Stones! Stepping Stones has experienced some 
shortages in their food pantry recently. Grocery 
store food rescues which bring in a majority of fro-
zen meats and quick meal options, as well as a sub-
stantial amount of shelf stable goods, have been 
very low for more than a month. Our church has 
been invited to join other local churches in some 
friendly competition to see which church can bring 
in the most pounds of food. Our competition week is 
officially April 11-18, although donations will be 
gratefully received at any time.  

Donations can be accepted at the Stepping 
Stones food pantry, 1602 Stout Rd, Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. or on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to noon. Be sure to tell them you are from 
the Menomonie UMC! If you’d prefer, you could 
also bring your donations to the church on Sunday 
morning and we’ll deliver your items to Stepping 
Stones for you. 

Items that will be most helpful include: Fro-
zen meats, frozen easy-prep meals, dairy (with dis-
tant expiration dates), canned meats (chicken, ham, 
spam, etc.), peanut butter, rice and pasta based easy 
meals, pasta, spaghetti sauce, soups, canned stew, 
canned chili, stuffing, scalloped potatoes, or instant 
mashed potatoes. Monetary donations are also ap-
preciated, as Stepping Stones can make $1 spend 
like $10. 

mailto:pastor@menomonieumc.org


Have a church event? 
Please use our Event Form 

In efforts to better publicize your events and 
 to provide correct information, an event form is 

available in the narthex.  
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Menomonie United Methodist Church Youth & Children’s  Ministries  

Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our newsletter  

birthdays, anniversaries or a note, please let Lori 
know at the church office in advance. Your church 

family would like to celebrate your day! 

TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN ANY 
WAY TO MAKE OUR FEBRUARY 28th 

BLOOD DRIVE A SUCCESS! 
WE EXCEEDED OUR GOAL OF  

30 BY 2 UNITS!     
Every bit  helps - working to take down Fellowship Hall   

or setting it back up, working during the drive, 
 and donating to the drive!    

Your  help is much appreciated! 
Our next drive will be Monday, October 10th, 2022.   

Hope to see  you there!     

Sunday Study | 2021-2022 
Join us most Sunday Mornings @ 10:00am 
 
I don’t know about you, but it feels like the school 
year is flying by for my family!  It seems impossible 
we are about to dive into the month of April!  This 
month we are going to be taking a closer look at the 
life of Jesus and how Jesus sets the ultimate example 
for us to live by.   
We will celebrate Easter as a Sunday Study group on 
Palm Sunday during our normal Sunday Study time.  It 
will be a morning full of Worship and fun as we dive 
into the Easter story.  We will not meet Easter Sunday, 
so that families may celebrate together.     
Below is a glimpse of the month of April: 

4.3  Jesus shows us how to live… and lead others.  
(John 13:1-20) 

4.10 Palm Sunday… Easter Celebration during 
Sunday Study 

4.17  No Sunday Study – Happy Easter! 
4.24 Jesus shows us how to live… and talk to God. 

(Matthew 6:5-18)  
 

Please pray over our children and families as we trust 
Jesus to show us how to live!  I pray your Easter sea-
son is full of the wonder of our loving God and the ul-
timate sacrifice of his one and only Son, Jesus!  I saw 
a shirt recently that read “Silly rabbit, Easter is for Je-
sus” that made me smile.  May your Easter be full of 
Jesus!  
 
Blessings, 
 
Amanda Tireman 
Email: cyfministry@menomonieumc.org 
Cell: 402-658-4344 

Youth Group News 
We continue to meet in person every Wednesday 

evening. All youth in 6-12 grades welcome! 
 

April 6– Meet for Lenten supper at 6:00 pm with youth 
activities to follow until 7:30 pm 

 

April 13-Youth meet at 5:00 pm to set up for Easter pray-
er walk. Pizza will be served for  youth and helpers. Pray-

er walk starts at 6:00 pm and concludes at 8:00 pm 
 

April 20-6:00-7:30 regular youth meeting with meal 
 

April 27-6:00-7:30 regular youth meeting with meal, 

“Leading the Church Through the Pandem-
ic World” Workshop Offered April 30 

 

 Last summer our Accountable Leadership Board 
read a book by a church coach named Kay Kotan 
called Being the Church in a Post-Pandemic World 
and now she will be coming to Wisconsin to present 
a similar workshop called "Leading the Church 
through the Pandemic World". She will be speaking 
live in-person at Bethany UMC in Madison on April 
30 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and the Menomonie UMC 
has been chosen as a live stream host site for north-
ern Wisconsin churches who may not want to travel 
down to Madison but still want the benefit of group 
discussion with other churches during the webinar. If 
you’d like to participate, please let Pastor Wendy 
know as we can get a group discount with four or 
more registrants from our church. For more infor-
mation, you can visit:  https://
www.wisconsinumc.org/event-detail/leading-the-
church-through-the-pandemic-world-15870883 

mailto:cyfministry@menomonieumc.org
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wisconsinumc.org%2Fevent-detail%2Fleading-the-church-through-the-pandemic-world-15870883&data=04%7C01%7Clakej%40uwstout.edu%7Cb3364edb326146ff5eea08da0c195f86%7Cb71a81a32f9543819b89c62343a6
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wisconsinumc.org%2Fevent-detail%2Fleading-the-church-through-the-pandemic-world-15870883&data=04%7C01%7Clakej%40uwstout.edu%7Cb3364edb326146ff5eea08da0c195f86%7Cb71a81a32f9543819b89c62343a6
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wisconsinumc.org%2Fevent-detail%2Fleading-the-church-through-the-pandemic-world-15870883&data=04%7C01%7Clakej%40uwstout.edu%7Cb3364edb326146ff5eea08da0c195f86%7Cb71a81a32f9543819b89c62343a6
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Wellness Fair 
April 6, 2022   10 AM—2 PM 

Sports & Fitness Center 
220 13th Avenue East, Menomonie, WI 54751 

 
789 Attendees in 2019      Food Drive 

Chair Massages 
Food/Product Samples 

Win a Bike!       Free Admission 
Community Welcome 

Meet for Prayer  
Tuesdays at 10:00 am  

April 12 & 26 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month. 

We will do a Lenten journey with hymns. 
We will look at some hymns and talk 

about their significance for us during Lent. 
 

Prayer Shawl Meeting 
Thursday, April 14 

4:00 PM  at Sarah  

Zarbock’s home,  

1411 Elm Ave. W 

Thank You 

Menomonie United Methodist Church supports those 
programs that provide resources of clothing, food, 
shelter and care for those less fortunate. 
 
Your donations have helped the following: 
Ludhiana Christian Medical College………$1,000.00 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Monday's Meal  
Every Monday 5-6 

Free meal for our whole community.  
Most meals will be served via curbside delivery 
until the weather is warm enough for outdoor  

dining or COVID levels are low enough for indoor 
dining. Spread the word to anyone you know who 

may appreciate a  comforting, nourishing meal and 
a sense of connection and care! 

 If you or someone you know might be willing to 
help cook, serve, greet, or wash dishes let  

Pastor Wendy know.  
Financial contributions are also welcome. 

Monday’s Meal Menu 
(May be subject to change) 

April 4: 
Better Than Pizza Pasta, 

Roasted Veggies, Berry Shortcake 
 

April 11: 
Scalloped Potatoes and Ham, 
Fresh Veggies, Pumpkin Bars 

 

April 18: 
Stuffed Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, 

Glazed Carrots, Cookies 
 

April 25: 
Taco Casserole, Corn, 

Oranges, Brownie 

Choir is  
back on!  

If you love to sing please join us  

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm  
Choir will be meeting in the sanctuary 

to distance adequately. It is recommended that you  
be vaccinated and/or wear a mask. 

If you have any questions or concerns or would like to be 
added to the contact list please contact  

Craig Sampo at samphonics@gmail.com  
or call or text (920)-609-4082 

Kari Lueck April 3rd 
Glenn Gehring April 4th 

Bob Hendrickson April 15th 

mailto:samphonics@gmail.com
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Hello, United Methodist Church members. I have met many of you but some may have only read 

about me. I am Nichole Manson, the volunteer that Pastor Wendy encouraged to take on the Monday's Meal 
mission. Since our first meal was served, October 25th, we have been providing wholesome and delicious 
meals to nearly 100 people each week. I will list out the statistics later in this message, but most importantly, I 
wanted to thank all of the people that have dedicated their time and talents to helping to make this happen 
each week. Every Sunday after worship there is a crowd in the kitchen preparing vegetables or making the 
desert. Monday afternoons, beginning around 2pm, we have a cook or two join me in the kitchen while we 
prepare the rest of the meal to be served fresh and hot starting at 5pm.  

I wanted to specifically thank a few people that made this happen. I especially want to thank Lynn Klatt 
and Shirley Prochnow for sharing their food prep talents and tricks so that we could manage large batch reci-
pes. Thank you also to Jan Gehring and her husband Glenn for helping us improve the processes including a 
measuring stick for cutting the large pans of dessert. Thank you to Phil Diser for publicizing and taking pic-
tures!  

We have had a regular group of people join us for serving and other responsibilities each week, includ-
ing Anita Wiese, Lanna Laird, Gene and Cynthia Larson, Jess & Colin Manor, Mike & Jane Mahoney, Connie 
Ludy, Ethan & Tyler Nelson and their parents John and Amy, Howard & Julie Hintzman, Laurie Hickcox, Ka-
ren Boers, Pastor Meg Erickson, Leslie Schmidt, Kendra & Kaleb, Jim Lake, Kara, Abby & Peter, JoshTire-
man, Amanda, Hannah & Claire, Danielle Mensing, Margaret Hastings, the Stout's Men's Basketball Team, 
Bill & Jane Butsic, Sarah & Kurt Zarbock, Jan Friest, Helen Redlich, Jessica Schutts, Pat Cederholm, Kevin & 
Blade Klatt, Cindy & Jerry Hoeflein, as well as the Slabacks: Ryan, Wendy, Lucas, Noah & Alex. I pulled 
these names from the sign-up sheets, so if I missed anyone I am very sorry. Please let me know!  

We are hoping to organize a bit better in the upcoming weeks and months. We are looking for a rota-
tion of people willing to cook so that we can share the time in the kitchen.  If you are even mildly interested 
please let Pastor Wendy or myself know. I can be reached by email (manson.nichole@gmail.com) or phone 
715-497-4516. As Wendy and I have found, this is can be a fun exercise in creative expression to find the 
best uses for some of the free produce and bread from Feed My People or whatever other grocery deals are 
available at our local stores each month. We do provide recipes and the necessary ingredients for each 
week’s menu though, so even if you are most comfortable following a detailed plan we’ve got you covered. 
Now the numbers: 
October 25th was our first meal, and we served 121 chicken salad sandwiches that night. 
November had 5 Mondays and we served 706 meals for the month. 
December had 4 Mondays and we served 391 meals that month. 
January had 5 Mondays and we served 662 meals for the month. 
February had 4 Mondays and we served 483 meals for the month.  

At the end of each night we allow the volunteers to take meals home if they want, then we freeze any 
leftovers to give out in emergencies.  

There is a chart in the kitchen that we keep track of what meal and how many were served or frozen 
each week. I welcome all questions and suggestions.  

I am forever amazed at how well these weeks have gone considering I had never taken on a task of 
this magnitude. It could not have been managed without the help from all of you! 
 

Nichole Manson, Monday’s Meal Coordinator 
 

mailto:manson.nichole@gmail.com
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Agenda: 

To register call 715-232-4006 
By Monday, May 9, 2022 

Hosted by: The Care Solutions & Dementia Coalition of Dunn County 
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Christmas Stickers Wanted 
One of our members, Betty Hazen, fills her days as a 
resident at American Lutheran Home by designing 
hundreds of Christmas cards to give away each Decem-
ber and she is currently in need of more Christmas-
themed stickers for this project. If you have any stick-
ers you'd be willing to share with her, you can deliver 
them to her at American Lutheran Home or bring them 
to the church for Pastor Wendy or the visitation team to 
deliver the next time they visit. 

Every year at Annual Conference, delegates are invited to 
bring mission donations for our churches to be distributed 
as needed throughout the world. Pastor Wendy will be go-
ing to Annual Conference in Green Bay, WI from June 10-
13 and will be happy to take any mission donations along 
with her. 

FREE  
Foot and Nail Care Clinic  
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire,  
Continuing Education will offer free foot and 
nail care clinics for community members 
April 26-29, 2022.  During the clinic, nurses 
will assess your foot and nail health and  
determine areas that need attention.  
Appointments range from 20 to 60 minutes 
depending on the level of care required. 
Registered nurses will perform foot and nail 
care services as part of a certification  
program. The clinic will be supervised by 
nurse instructors certified in foot and nail 
care. 
 
Next sessions:  
Tuesday, April 26, 2022 
Wednesday, April 27, 2022  
Thursday, April 25, 2022 
Friday, April 26, 2022 (7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) 
Time: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  
Location: Grace Lutheran Church  
202 West Grand Avenue (near the  
Courthouse) Eau Claire, WI 54703  
Who should attend?  
Individuals with diabetes or those with  
difficult foot and nail care issues are  
encouraged to attend.  
 
What to expect:  
You'll be greeted by Continuing Education 
staff at the sign-in table.   
Take a seat. We do our best to get you in 
as close to your appointment as possible, 
but please be prepared to wait.   
A nurse will escort you to a table, assess 
your feet, and get started.  
Your appointment will take approximately 
20 minutes to an hour.  
Remember to take a reminder card on your 
way out.  
Tell your friends!  
 
How to schedule an appointment:  
The services are free. Appointments are  
required and will be accepted beginning: 
 Monday, April 11, 2022, at 8:30 a.m. 
 
To schedule an appointment or request  
accommodations for disabilities,  
call UW-Eau Claire Continuing Education at 
715-836-3636. 
 


