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Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

August 2022 

United Messenger 

 Sometimes when my heart is filled to overflow-
ing, it leaks right out my eyes in the form of tears. I 
love you all so, and I am so grateful to witness all 
the good and beautiful things that are happening in 
your lives and the life of our church this summer! 
The Spirit of God has been powerfully present re-
cently in everything from conversations about pre-
paring for baptism to praying together with loved 
ones holding vigil at a death bed. It is an honor to 
walk alongside you as God leads us through this 
wild and wonderful journey of life. 
As I write this message, we have just heard the re-
port of the Missional Church Consultation Initia-
tive (MCCI) team giving us their recommendations 
(called “prescriptions”) for the next steps we can 
take to launch a whole new season of vitality in the 
life of our church. It is so exciting to consider these 
wonderful possibilities before us! If you haven’t 
already seen their report, you’ll want to come to 
one of the Town Hall meetings scheduled for Sun-
day July 31 at 10:00 a.m., Wednesday August 3 at 
6:00 p.m., or Monday August 15 at 6:30 p.m. to 
learn more before we gather to vote at our Church 
Conference on Thursday August 18 at 6:00 p.m. to 
decide whether we will implement these recom-
mendations.  
I am about to leave now (although by the time you 
read this I may already be back) with several of the 
members of our youth group for a youth mission 

trip in Ashland, WI where we will serve in various 
ways throughout the week with youth group mem-
bers from three or four other churches in the North 
West District. I am so eager to watch as these 
young world-changers will grow as disciples of 
Jesus through this week of fun and service togeth-
er! 
May God continue to open our hearts to receive all 
the beautiful gifts and opportunities God has in 
store for us and for the Menomonie United Meth-
odist Church. I hope you have having a marvelous 
summer and I look forward to seeing you in wor-
ship again soon! 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wendy 



Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  
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Wanted:  
New Leaders on the  

Accountable Leadership Board 
For the past couple of years we’ve been using a more 

streamlined form of church governance that combined 

several of our former administrative committees (Staff-

Parish Relations Committee, Trustees, Finance Commit-

tee, and Administrative Council) into one Accountable 

Leadership Board. This model helps to bring greater 

focus on our mission—to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world—even as we help 

care for the daily details of hiring and supporting church 

staff members, caring for the maintenance of the build-

ing, stewarding the financial resources of the church, 

and attending to the overall health of the church. 

There are a few vacancies on our Board and those who 

applied and were elected to the first Accountable Lead-

ership Board have begun rotating off of the committee 

so additional vacancies will be created as each of them 

complete their term. If you are interested in serving a 

three-year term on the Accountable Leadership Board, 

please see Pastor Wendy for more information. Applica-

tions are available in the church office, along with a 

copy of the Leadership Board Covenant for you to re-

view as you consider whether this is an area in which 

God may be calling you to serve. 

MCCI Town Hall Meetings 
It has been exhilarating to work with the Missional 
Church Consultation Initiative and watch as God 
brings new possibilities to fruition through our Break-
through Prayer practice! One factor that makes MCCI 
different than any other group is that they are NOT 
consultants who present their recommendations and 
leave us to implement them ourselves. If we choose to 
implement the "prescriptions" they give us in their 
report, they will provide experienced coaches who 
will continue to guide us for the next few years to 
make sure we have the support we need to successful-
ly put these ideas into action. 
If you didn't get a chance to hear their report during 
worship on July 24 or if you heard the report but you 
still have more questions, you are invited to come to 
any of the Town Hall Meetings in the weeks ahead. 
Kevin Klatt and Jim Lake will help facilitate these 
Town Hall gatherings Wednesday, August 3 at 
6:00 p.m., and Monday, August 15 at 6:30 p.m. 
These are your opportunities to be fully informed 
about the MCCI report so that you are prepared to 
vote on whether to adopt these recommendations. We 
will hold a special Church Conference on Thursday, 
August 18 at 6:00 p.m. for that final discussion and 
vote. 

Financial Footnotes  
Here we are at the beginning of August and I just wonder 
where the summer has gone. I want to fill you in on the 
finances of the church. Our main program for the summer 
has been the continuation of Monday’s Meal. A typical 
Monday has us serving anywhere from 120 to our high of 
167 meals. It is always a guessing game as to how many to 
plan for and make sure we have food to meet everyone’s 
needs. Back in June there was a fundraiser held at Wood-
wind Park to support the four churches that provide week-
ly meals in Menomonie. The fundraiser was very success-
ful and we were given $2000 as our share. That money 
along with the weekly contributions we receive have cer-
tainly helped with the expenses in meeting our needs. I 
want to thank everyone who has contributed to this pro-
ject.   
Our general giving has remained steady over the summer 
months and thanks to you all the bills are paid and our 
monthly apportionment is just shy of being up to date. We 
truly have so much to be thankful for at Menomonie Unit-
ed Methodist Church.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if there are concerns 
or questions that I can help clarify. If you would like to 
receive a monthly financial statement, give me a shout.  
Thank you again for supporting our ministries.  

Lynn Klatt  
finance@menomonieumc.org  
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Blood Pressure 
Checks 

First Sunday  
of every month. 

Monday Meals 
Monday meals are popular with our community and we are 
serving about 120 meals every week.  It is a true mission, 
especially for some volunteers who are giving their time 
once a month and many people are volunteering every 
week!   
 
We do need more volunteers to cook.  Cooks meet around 
2:00 on Monday with Nicole, who will have the supplies to 
put the meal together.  Every thing has been chopped and 
cleaned on Sunday after church by volunteers, so the cooks 
are really combining everything to create a tasty meal. 
Many cooks stay to help serve the food but you never need 
to do the dishes! 
Every position is important.  Each week we need servers, 
who arrive at 4:45 and serve the meal. Greeters, baggers 
and runners also arrive at 4:45 and take the order, pack the 
meal, and run it to the car.  Dishwashers are busy from 
about 5:00 till the end.  Everyone is done at 6:00. 
There are sign up sheets above the water fountain near the 
kitchen for the cooks and other jobs.  This is your chance 
to choose what job you would like to perform. Please sign 
up. Servers can just arrive and don’t need to sign up.  We 
have volunteers from many different churches.  

Come, meet some new people, 
 and help your community! 

For 9 months Monday's Meals has  

successfully shared free community meals 

every week to over 100 people. 

Thank you to our members and the 

 community for your support and assistance! 

Nichole Manson 

Monday’s Meal Menu 
(May be subject to change) 

 

August 1 
Chicken and Noodles,  

Glazed Carrots,  
Berry Shortcake 

August 8 
Taco Mac and Cheese,  
Fruit, Cottage Cheese 

Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our newsletter  

birthdays, anniversaries or a note, please let Lori 
know at the church office in advance. Your church 

family would like to celebrate your day! 
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Our New Mobile App is Here! 
We’re excited to announce Menomonie United Meth-
odist Church has upgraded our mobile app! Vanco, 
our e-Giving provider, has launched an updated mo-
bile app called Vanco Mobile. 
You can download the Vanco Mobile app for free 
from the App Store or Google Play. From there, you 
can make a one-time donation or set up recurring giv-
ing right through the app. Just select your fund and 
amount, enter a payment method and complete the 
donation. 

EGiving Also Available  
on our Website! 

You can also give to the church by visiting our web-

site at menomonieumc.org and click on the menu 

item “Give” this will walk you through the online giv-

ing procedure. 

Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

PRAYER SHAWL 
GATHERING 

Thursday, August 18 at 
the church  

4:00-6:00 PM 
We continue to make prayer shawls for 
 the church for those who are in need of 

blessings and extra healing . 
Also feel free  to bring any craft item you are 
working on to enjoy fellowship with others at 

the church. 

Prayer Walk 
1st Tuesday of the Month 

 

Prayer on Patio 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  

 

Book Study  
on “My Grandmother’s Hands” 

3rd Tuesday of the month" 
 

Prayer activity will start around 10 am,  
Sarah will be available at 9 am  

for anyone who has wellness concerns. 

SAVE THE DATE 
American Red Cross  

Blood Drive 
Monday, October 10, 2022 
1:00-6:00 p.m. (New time) 
To donate go to redcrossblood.org,  
enter 54751 or call 1-800-733-2767. 

Rapid Pass is available. 

 

Sarah Zarbock will be 
having CPR classes 

in August.  
Date not determined. 

See Sarah for 
 information. 

 

Wanted   
Cooks for Monday Meals 
 Contact Jane at jbutsic@gmail.com  

or call-715-308-6335 

Church Rides Needed 
Some of our  members need a ride to  

worship services on Sundays. 
 If you can help out please contact Lori at the 

church office. 

mailto:jbutsic@gmail.com


Coffee and Conversation 
with Pastor Wendy  

Wednesday afternoons  
Marion’s Legacy   2-4 pm 

She’ll be happy to see you and to chat about anything 
that is on your mind, but she’d especially love to hear 
about: What are some of the most life-giving, inspir-
ing things you’ve experienced recently? What are 
some of the things you still long for or ned most in 
this season of life? Stop in to let her know, or if you’d 
prefer not to meet face to face just yet, send her an 
email at pastor@menomonieumc.org or call the 
church and leave a message with the best time to call 
you back. 

 

Virtual Dementia Education  
Programs  
Serving Northwest Wisconsin - August 2022 
Programs:  

Boost Your Brain & Memory Class  
Mondays, August 1st - September 12th,  
10:00 - 11:00 am  
Carla Berscheit, cberscheit@co.chippewa.wi.us  
715-944-8091  
Wits Workout Wednesday, August 24th, 1:00 - Noon  
Trisha Witham, www.adrcconnections.org  
715-537-6225  
Support Groups:  
DISH (working caregivers)  
First Monday of the month, 7:00 - 8:00 pm  
Scott Seeger, scott.seeger@adrc-cw.org  
715-261-6066  
 
Program Descriptions:  
Boost Your Brain & Memory Class A unique program 
that takes on a holistic approach to improving brain 
health in older adults. Participants will learn new 
habits to maintain cognitive health while also prac-
ticing new skills for better memory performance.  
 
Wits Workout An engaging, interactive, and educa-
tional brain health program. Based on the research 
that intellectual challenge and social connectedness 
are two of several factors that contribute to brain 
health throughout life, Wits Workout has two main 
goals -- to provide purposeful opportunities for older 
adults to engage intellectually, and to increase their  
socialization through ongoing group participation.  
 
Support Groups  
Support for individuals caring for or who are con-
cerned about a person living with dementia.  
Coordinated by the Dementia Care Specialists Serv-
ing: To locate your local Dementia Care  
Specialist, visit  
https://bit.ly/dementiacarespecialist  
Local Tribal Dementia Care Specialist, visit https://
dpi.wi.gov/amind/tribalnationswi  

We are so excited to announce we are teaming up 
with the following churches for our Vacation Bible 
School this summer: Christ Lutheran, Our Savior's  
Lutheran, and Peace Lutheran. VBS will be held at 
Christ Lutheran Church in Menomonie. To register 
your child, volunteer, or donate your time, food, or 
contribute financially, please fill out the forms be-
low. There is a $25 registration fee ($50 max per 
family). Menomonie United Methodist Church 
would like to contribute $15 per child. If cost is still 
a concern, please let us know. We would love to 
help make this experience happen for all of our 
children.  
*PLEASE NOTE - when filling out any of the forms 
below, choose our church as your option.  

Register:https: 
docs.google.com/.../1IKHbGnvDqZvot4H2SALloTB.../
edit 
Volunteer:https://
docs.google.com/.../10nM4GyXIyspGM1.../edit... 
Donate:https://
docs.google.com/.../1tBeBLqYla0gz9rhkvujdLa.../edit 
More information about the event is attached. You 
can also check out our  
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
ELCAMenomonieVBS 
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