
Welcome to worship! Activity bags for children are available 
on the book shelf in the lobby if your little one would like to 
pack a bag of items to play with during worship. Children are 
always welcome in sanctuary, but a staffed nursery is also 
available at the end of the hall for any babies, toddlers, and 
preschoolers who prefer more space to wiggle and play. 
Large print bulletins are available near the entrance for those 
who need them.  
 

* indicates you are invited to stand  
Bold text indicates a unison prayer or response 
 

PRELUDE       
 

GREETING  
 

OPENING PRAYER 
God of Glory, we rejoice in the good news of your 

promises. Come into our parched world and shower us 
with your gushing, abundant water of life. Enter into our 
brokenness, and renew us with the strength of your 
love. Be born anew in our hearts and in our world. 
Come, Jesus; come. We are ready! Amen. 
 
*OPENING SONG  
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”           Hymnal # 213 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES  
Reader One: “The wilderness and the dry land shall 

be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus. It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and 
singing . . . A highway shall be there, and it shall be called 
the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall 
be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go 
astray . . . And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and 
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their 

heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.” (Isaiah 35:1-2, 8, 10 NRSV). 

Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah tells us about the joy 
of ascending to God’s house. The prophet tells us to imagine 
being set free, being unburdened, being released to live, to 
fully live in the grace and wonder of life itself, surrounded by 
those who love us like no one else. And then he tells us that 
the journey to get there is just as much a joy. 

Reader One: The Psalmist says “Happy are these 
whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord . 
. . who made heaven and earth . . . who keeps faith . . . who 
executes justice . . . gives food . . . sets prisoners free . . . 
opens eyes . . . lifts up . . . watches over . . . upholds . . . The 
Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 146 NRSV) 

Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of 
joyous hope, of proclaimed peace, and of deep and 
everlasting joy, as a sign that we are those who walk with a 
skip in our step because we can see the destination, and it is 
pure joy. We are ascending to God’s promise. 

Light three candles on the Advent wreath. 
  
CHOIR ANTHEM        “Carols of the Season” 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
Children in pre-K through 5th grade are dismissed to go to 
Sunday School if they would like after the Children’s 
Message. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Isaiah 35:1-10   
Matthew 11:2-11 
 
MESSAGE  “Hidden Greatness” 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
   Pastoral Prayer 
   Silent Prayer 
   The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER HYMN  
“Cares Chorus”                Faith We Sing # 2215 
 

OFFERING OF GRATITUDE 
 

*DOXOLOGY      Hymnal # 94 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Generous God, you have given us all that we have 

and all that we are. Our hearts sing with joy as we work with 
you to bring true peace and justice to our world. As we 
prepare for the coming of your Son, may our lives proclaim 
your good news for all throughout the earth. Amen. 
 

*HYMN     
“The King of Glory Comes”           Faith We Sing # 2091 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING . 
 

POSTLUDE    
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