
Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

 As many of you have heard by now, my mother-in-law 
died on February 6, just over a week after suffering a mas-
sive heart attack. We loved her dearly, and I thank all of you 
who have prayed for us, sent cards, or offered words of en-
couragement. 
 Norma had been a high school Business teacher for most 
of her life, and among her belongings we found notes written 
by students who credited her with changing their lives be-
cause of the way she believed in them. At least one of them 
wrote to let Norma know she went on to become a teacher 
herself because of Norma’s influence on her life. Several of 
those students came to the visitation or funeral to tell all of 
us in her family how much Norma has meant to them—some 
even from fifty years ago from the very first class of students 
she ever taught. 
 Even after she retired, she was an avid volunteer. She tu-
tored English as a Second Language students through the 
Literacy Council. She was a mentor in Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters. She dedicated several hours every week to homeless 
families staying with Family Promise of Green County. As a 
cancer survivor herself, she participated every year in the 
Relay for Life to raise funds for cancer research. She also 
volunteered for Aphasia Camp and a camp for disabled hunt-
ers that her husband attended after his stroke and subsequent 
onset of dementia. Right up until the last year of her life, she 
continued to volunteer as a tutor and classroom aid for the 
schools in her community. 
 She lived with such compassion and love, perhaps in part 
because of tragedies she had experienced in her own life. 
She was orphaned at the age of 9, along with her younger 
sister and younger brother, when their parents died in a plane 
crash. She was raised after that by her maternal grandmother 
in a charming but rustic farmhouse with no running water. 
When she grew up and started a family of her own, her old-
est child, Traci, was diagnosed with brain cancer at the age 
of 4. Norma was a fierce advocate and constant support for 
Traci through her many years of treatment and surgeries un-
til Traci died at the age of 21. The deep losses she experi-
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portive of others who were struggling. 
 It was no surprise to me to find among Norma’s belong-
ings a well-worn Bible, given to her when she was 15 with 
a handwritten inscription inside the front cover saying, 
“On this day of your confirmation through Holy Baptism 
and through joining the Christian church, we pray that you 
will make this book The Book of your life. –Viola Evan-
gelical United Brethren Church” 
 Indeed, Norma has lived her life by that book. She has 
received and shared the unfailing love of the God she 
came to know through those pages. As we continue 
through these remaining weeks of Lent and anticipate the 
joy of resurrection day, I hope to do the same. Will you 
join me? 
 I look forward to seeing you soon as we worship and 
serve together! 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Wendy 

Our new church logo! 
Special thanks to  

Christina Oppreicht of Big Impressions Freelance 
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REMINDER 
PLEASE USE THE EVENT FORM 

in the church office for your events.  
This will help with errors.  

Also please put your name and  
number on the church calendar when 

scheduling events. 
Thank you! 

Capital Campaign Update 
 Thank you to everyone who has given to our capital 
campaign for the Improvement Fund so far. Our lead do-
nors contributed or pledged the first $28,000 to inspire 
the rest of us to raise the remaining $28,000. So far 
$11,150 toward that total has already come in within the 
first seven weeks of this capital campaign, and there is 
still time for you to get involved to help meet our goal to 
cover the cost of the current updates (new paint, new car-
pet, automatic door openers). Thank you for your gener-
osity to help make these projects possible! 
 If you’d still like to contribute, simply mark “Capital 
Campaign” on your offering check. You can also give a 
secure electronic gift at menomonieumc.org, by clicking 
on the “Give” tab at the top of the page and then select-
ing “Improvement Fund”. 
 

Lenten Service Schedule 
 Pastor Wendy is participating in a pulpit exchange with 
Pastor Joel Certa-Werner this Lent in a series called 
“Toward the Cross: Heart-Shaping Lessons for Lent and 
Easter”. Supper will be served at 6:00 pm, with worship 
to follow at about 6:40 pm. 
March 6 - There will be a joint worship service at Trini-
ty UMC in Elk Mound, where Pastor Wendy will be 
preaching on “A Heart of Extravagant Love”. (No wor-
ship service at Menomonie UMC that week while the 
carpet installation is in progress.) 

March 13 – Pastor Joel will be preaching 
at Menomonie UMC on “A Gracious 
Heart” 
March 20 – Pastor Joel will preach on “A 
Purposeful Heart” at a joint worship ser-
vice at Menomonie UMC, along with 
members of the Iron Creek and Elk Mound 
United Methodist Churches. 
March 28 – The youth group invites us 
ALL to their interactive Lenten experience 
called “A Walk Through Easter”—a self-
paced prayerful walk through stations 
throughout the sanctuary and Education 
wing that lead you to reflect on the events 
of Holy Week (the Last Supper, washing 
the feet of the disciples, the crucifixion, 
etc.) Drop in anytime between 5-8 pm. 
The experience typically only takes 10-20 
minutes, depending on how much time 
you choose to spend at each station. Chil-
dren’s activities will also be offered that 
evening. 

The New Carpet is Coming! 
We’re getting new carpet in our sanctuary and fellow-
ship hall. Installation is scheduled for March 4-8. Vol-
unteers are welcome to help move all the furnishings 
out of those spaces after worship on March 3rd, when 
we’ll be worshiping together with the Grace Bridge 
Korean UMC during our 9:00 worship time.  



Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

Mon. Meal 5-6 pm 
Mom’s Group  
6-7 pm 

Mondays Meal 
5-6 pm 

 
 

Confirmation 
Class 10:15 
Laity Circuit Mtg. 
1:30 Monday Meal 

5-6 pm 

Prayer Shawl  
4-6 pm 

Bible Study  
10 am 

Bible Study  
10 am 

Supper 6:00 
Worship 6:45 
service 

Supper 6:00 
Service 6:45  
Bells 5-6:15 • Choir 7  
Youth–Reg. Mtg. 

Blood Pressure 
Checks 
 

Grief Share  
1:30-3:30 
SnowTubing 
Trollhaugen 
Youth 

Supper 6:00 
Service 6:45  
Bells 5-6:15 • Choir 7  
Easter Walk 
 
 

This is a 13 week session 

Saturday, March 2, 9, 23, 30  
1:30-3:30  
Fireside Room  

at Menomonie United Methodist Church 
2703 Bongey Drive  
Register online at  

griefshare.org/findagroup  
$20 for Participant Guide 
Contact Sarah Zarbock  

at 715-308-1698 or zarbocks@gmail.com 

Office Hours 
Lori will be in the office Monday,  

Wednesday and Thursday  
9 am to 2 pm. 

With winter this may vary. 

Monday Meal 
5-6 pm 

Monday Meal 
5-6 pm 

Monday Meal5-6  
Mom’s Group 6-7 

Carpet  
installation 

Bell Choir plays 
during worship. 
Confirmation 
class 10:15 

Grief Share  
1:30-3:30 

Grief Share  
1:30-3:30 

Grief Share  
1:30-3:30 

No Lenten 
Service 

Bible Study  
10 am 



Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our newsletter  

birthdays, anniversaries or a note, please let Lori 
know at the church office in advance.  

Your church family would like to celebrate your day! 

Wednesday,  March 6th Random acts of Kindness -  
Meet at 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm. We will pass out gifts 

and then go to dinner at Culver's after. 
 (please bring money for dinner) 

 
Wednesday,  March 13th -  

No Youth Group enjoy your spring break 
 

Wednesday,  March 20th -  
Regular Youth Meeting 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  

 
Saturday,  March 23rd -  

Go to "Feed my Starving Children"  
In Eagan, MN, Meet at church 9:00 am  

Meet at Feed my Starving Children 11:45 am  
(please bring money for lunch) 

Head to lunch and Nerf war after 1:30pm  
($10 per person playing) 

 
Sunday,  March 24th set up for Easter Walk 

 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm  
 

Wednesday,  March 27th -  
Easter Walk and Soup Dinner  

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm (Youth will host our annual  
Easter Walk) More information to come.  



You can email your information and photo to  
office@menomonieumc.org or  

mail to: Menomonie United Methodist Church  
2703 Bongey Dr., Menomonie, WI 54751  

or stop in the office Mon., Wed. & Thurs. 9:00-2:00. 
Any questions call the office at 715-235-0654. 

Please keep in mind your information will be in a 
church member directory, so if there is information you 

do not want people to know please do not submit it. 
 Thank you! 

Blood Pressure Checks 
First Sunday of every month 

Prayer Shawl Gathering 
Third Thursday of the month 

4:00-6:00 PM 

Choir Practice 
Wednesday at 7 pm.  

Book and Bible Study 
1st, 3rd & 4th Tuesday of the 

month at 10:00 am 

Bell Choir Practice 
Wednesdays at 5:00-6:15 pm  

during Lent 

Message from Lynn Klatt in Finance 


