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PRAYER SHAWL 
GATHERING 

Thursday, April 20  
at the church  
4:00-6:00 PM 

We continue to make prayer shawls for 
 the church for those who are in need of 

blessings and extra healing . 
Also feel free  to bring any craft item you are 
working on to enjoy fellowship with others 

 at the church. 

Soul Food: Women's History Month 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung  

March is an important month for women, marking it 
as Women’s History Month and celebrating Interna-
tional Women’s Day on March 8. These highlight 
the contributions of women to history and contem-
porary society as well as recognizing the social, eco-
nomic, cultural and political achievements of wom-
en. 
 
As Christian people, this is a wonderful opportunity 
for us to reflect and honor both the named (187!) 
and unnamed women of the Bible. These are the 
women who have deeply impacted our spiritual de-
velopment by their courage, faith, hope, actions, and 
words. 
 
In the Old Testament, I reflect upon Queen Esther, 
whose story is about wisdom, courage, and the prov-
idence of God. Esther was an orphan raised by her 
uncle. She was chosen to be the Persian King’s new 
queen. With that, Esther and her cousin, Mordecai, 
find themselves in roles that could prevent the geno-
cide of the Jewish people, her people.  Risking her 
life, she bravely confronts the king and thereby 
saves her people. When we need examples of brav-
ery and courage, we can look to Esther! (See the 
book of Esther for the complete story). 
 
In the New Testament, I am drawn to Luke 8:43-48, 
“Now there was a woman who had been suffering 
from hemorrhages for twelve years; and though she 
had spent all she had on physicians, no one could 
cure her. She came up behind Jesus and touched the 
fringe of his clothes, and immediately her hemor-
rhage stopped. Then Jesus asked, ‘Who touched 
me?’ When all denied it, Peter said, ‘Master, the 
crowds surround you and press in on you.’ But Jesus 
said, ‘Someone touched me; for I noticed that power 
had gone out from me.’ When the woman saw that 
she could not remain hidden, she came trembling; 
and falling down before him, she declared in the 
presence of all the people why she had touched him, 
and how she had been immediately healed. He said 
to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go 
in peace.’” 

 
Here is an unnamed woman who had been suffering 
for twelve years with an illness. This woman was 
uncurable, untouchable and an outcast. She was des-
perate for healing, wholeness, and connection. She 
knew that if she would just reach out to Jesus, she 
would be healed. What a testimony to the power of 
faith, relentless hope, and determination! Her healing 
is a reminder that everything is possible with Jesus. 
 
There are many women throughout the Bible who 
inspire us; teach us how to overcome adversity; and 
remind us to keep our focus on God. As we celebrate 
Women’s History month, let us keep in mind all the 
inspirational women from the Bible. 
 
Spirit of God, we thank you for this time to remem-
ber, celebrate, and honor the women of the Bible. 
May their stories build within us a deep connection 
to you. Amen. 

Peace, 
Hee-Soo Jung, Bishop 
Wisconsin Conference 



Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Newsletter Delivery 
Due to rising postal rates we would like to invite 

you to receive your newsletter via email.  
Postal delivery will still be available for those who 

do not have email.  
Also copies are available at the church. 

Please contact the church office at 715-235-0654 
or office@menomonieumc.org  

Thank you! 

Mom’s Group 
2nd Monday of every month. 
Monday Meal from 5-6 and  
Mom’s Meeting from 6-7. 

Childcare will be available! 

Methodist Youth Group 
Wednesdays 6:00-7:00 pm 

Join us for Dinner and Fellowship 
Any questions contact Amanda at  

youthministry@menomonieumc.org 

Choir Practice 
Wednesday at 7 pm. 

Doors open at 6:45 pm. 

Cooks Needed for  
Monday’s Meals 

Mondays Meal menus are posted week to 
week at the church and on the church  
website: www.menomonieumc.org and  

our facebook page. 

April 5
th

 - Easter Walk  
open to public from  
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm  

(Youth to be there from 5:00 pm - 8:30pm) 
April 12

th
 - Regular Youth Meeting  

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  
April 19

th
 - Regular Youth Meeting  

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
April 26

th
 - Wednesday Table  

4:45pm - 6:30 pm meet at Christ Lutheran Church 



April 2023 

Morning Prayer 
Group/ Book  
10 am 
 

Mondays Meal 
 5-6 pm 

Mom’s Group 
 6-7 pm 
Mondays Meal 
 5-6 pm 

Mondays Meal 
 5-6 pm 

 
Care Bucket 

Morning Prayer 
Group/ Book  
10 am 
 

Morning Prayer 
Group/ Book  
10 am 
 

Prayer Shawl 
Gathering 
 4-6 pm 

Bible Study 10 am 
Easter Walk 
 6-8 pm 
Choir 7 pm 
 

 
 

Bible Study 10 am 
Choir 7 pm 
Youth  6-7:30 pm 
 

 
Mondays Meal 
 5-6 pm 

 
Mondays Meal 
 5-6 pm 

Choir 7 pm 
Youth  6-7:30 pm 

Bible Study 10 am 
Choir 7 pm 
Youth  Wed. Table 
4:45-6:30 pm 

Service at  
6:30 pm 



Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our newsletter birthdays, 

anniversaries or a note, please let Lori know at the 
church office in advance.  

Your church family would like to celebrate your day! 

Morning Prayer Group 
Book Discussion 

1st, 3rd and 4th Tuesday of the month  
Prayer activity will start around 10 am,  

Sarah will be available at 9 am  
for anyone who has wellness concerns. 

Blood Pressure Checks 
First Sunday of every month. 

2023 Ingathering  
The Conference Mission Motivation Committee 
is working with Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center to collect items for Personal Dignity Kits 
and Home Care Kits. Midwest Mission distrib-
utes these items locally, nationally and interna-
tionally to those in need during times of crisis. 
All supplies are given free of charge regardless 
of gender, race or religion. Although we are fo-
cusing on these two kits, we appreciate any items 
found at midwestmission.org. All items should 
be NEW and all kits should have only the items 
suggested. 
Kits and items that make up these kits, will be 
brought to Green Bay on June 9th and 10th. To 
process donations efficiently and get them where 
needed quickly, we ask for a list of the items do-
nated. You can help the person who delivers the 
items and save everyone some time by filling out 
the Donation form on midwestmission.org. 

Please deliver your items to:  
Menomonie United Methodist Church 

2703 Bongey Dr., Menomonie, WI  
by June 4th 

 

Bible Study 
1st, 3rd and 4th Wednesdays at 10 am. 

For more information contact Amy Webb or Lori 
 at the church office 715-235-0654 



Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

What Do You Really Want? 
“He who loves money will not be satisfied with 
money . . .”  
Ecclesiastes 5:10  
Many people will say that they want more money. 
But, the truth is that’s not what people really want. 
As far as I know, we still cannot eat money, make 
clothes from it, or build a house with it. If we were 
stranded on a deserted island, it would be practically 
useless to us.  
No one really wants money. Instead, they want what 
they think it will provide for them. For some people, 
more, nicer, newer stuff; others want the sense of 
security or power they think it provides.  
I would argue that, until we understand what moti-
vates our desire for money, we won’t be at peace in 
our relationship with it.  
This Lenten season, I would encourage you to take 
time to figure out your money motivation by taking 
this Money Motivation Quiz.at the end of this article. 
As it notes, none of the motivations are inherently 

good or bad, but each does have a “dark side”. More 
than just allowing us to lean into the positive parts of 
our motivation and avoid the dark side, knowing that 
people may have different motivations regarding mon-
ey than we do, will help us when we deal with money 
in our relationships.  
Ultimately, we believe that loving God and loving our 
neighbor as ourselves is our greatest priority. It is al-
ways easier to do so when we know ourselves well.  
Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist 
Foundation  
 
Help for the Stewardship Team  
 
Stewardship Challenge Grant 3.0  
We are excited to announce the release of the Wells 
Stewardship Grant 3.0! The Stewardship Challenge 
Grant is designed to help congregations develop an 
intentional stewardship plan for their congregation. By 
providing a cash incentive, the Stewardship Challenge 
Grant is intended as encouragement for churches to 
develop a comprehensive stewardship program to help 
achieve the goals of the congregation in stewardship. 
Then, after specific goals have been met, congrega-
tions may use the money as a reward to be used toward 
the congregation’s ministries.  
Upon completion and approval of the grant applica-
tion, churches receive $200 (the encouragement part). 
Once the final report has been received and approved, 
the remainder of the money – anywhere from $300-
$500 – will be sent (the reward part). Churches that 
apply for the Stewardship Challenge Grant for the very 
first time are also eligible to receive an additional 
Growth Mindset Award of $100.  
New to the Stewardship Challenge Grant: the oppor-
tunity for churches who have previously participated in 
the grant to receive awards for being a Stewardship 
Challenge Grant Ambassador. If a church applies for 
the Stewardship Challenge Grant for the first time be-
cause of your church’s recommendation, your church 
will receive $75. If your church helps that church 
throughout the year with coaching, your church will 
receive an additional $150.  
For more information and an application, visit: https://
www.wumf.org/grants-program/  
If you have questions or want to learn more, con-
tact:  
Jason Mahnke, Director of Programming & Cam-
paigns, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 608
-837-9582 or jmahnke@wumf.org.  

Financial Footnotes 

See Money Motivation Quiz on next page 

Wow what a winter this has been! I am think-
ing that most of us are looking forward to 
warmer weather, flowers in bloom and NO 
SNOW! We have so much to be thankful for 
even though we sometimes like to gripe. Our 
parking lot and our sidewalks were cleared to 
perfection this winter making safe footing for 
everyone.  Your contributions were put to 
good use paying our snow plowing bill. We 
appreciate the gifts we have received from 
you to support the various ministries of the 
church.  
 Monday’s Meal continues to average close to 
150 meals each week. We are able to receive 
some products that we serve at a lower cost 
from Feed My People in Eau Claire, otherwise 
the grocery shopping is done locally. We ap-
preciate not only the financial help but the in-
dividuals that show up each week to cook, 
serve and carry out meals.  
Our apportionments for the year are $40,040. 
The apportionments are paid to the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference. We continue to take 10% 
of our general giving each week to help pay 
that obligation.   
We appreciate your gifts of time, talents and 
financial.  

Lynn Klatt  
Treasurer  



Money Motivation Quiz continued on next page 



Many thanks to all who donated their time,  
take-down or set-up skills, or blood donation to 

our March 13th Red Cross Blood Drive!   
All is appreciated!  

 We had a very good turnout and exceeded our 
goal. The weather cooperated for our second try! 

 We would like to thank Donut Sam's for their 
delicious donation to our canteen.   
he donors enjoyed those donuts!     

Our next drive will be  
Monday,  October 9th, 2023 from 1:00-6:00.   

Hope to see you there!     
                                                                      Jan Friest 

Recognizing Volunteers 
Monday’s Meals 

For those who don’t know me yet, I am Claudia 
La Seure, Monday’s Meal Coordinator with 
AmeriCorps.  
 I want to give a big shout-out and Thank You to 
all the cooks, servers, baggers, greeters, runners, 
dishwashers and so many more volunteers. You 
all are a big part of Monday’s Meal. Thank you 
for helping it run so smoothly. Since August we 
have served 4,768 meals... wahoo!  
I enjoy getting the time and chance to work with 
all of you! The past six months have been an 
amazing opportunity. Being able to work with all 
of you has taught me so much. Everyday there is 
more and more we get to learn from each other 
and experience together! Thank you all for wel-
coming me with such warm and open arms.  

Sincerely,   
Claudia La Seure   


