November 15, 2026
[image: ]Sermon Outline: Living with Purpose, Not Possessions
Text: Proverbs 21:5, 20; Luke 15:11-16
Key Truth: The way we handle money reveals what we truly trust, value, and worship. God calls us to be faithful stewards, not merely consumers. 
I. The Problem: Where Did All Our Money Go?  Proverbs 21:5
· We live in a culture of consumerism and comparison.
· Many people spend more as they earn more.
· The greatest financial challenge is often not income but contentment.
· The question is not, "Do I have enough?" but "Is God enough?" 
Questions: Have you ever wondered where your money went at the end of the month?
       What advertisements, social pressures, or habits influence your spending?
       Where do you find your sense of security: God or financial resources?
Application: Review one month's spending this week.
                      Identify one area where money is regularly wasted.
           Pray daily: "Lord, teach me what is enough."

II. The Warning: The Prodigal Son's Financial Mistake   Luke 15:13-14
· The prodigal son squandered his inheritance.
· He sought pleasure without wisdom.
· The famine came after he had spent everything.
· Financial crisis often reveals spiritual priorities. 
Questions: What does the prodigal son teach us about instant gratification?
        What "famine" experiences have taught you important life lessons?
        Where do you see our culture encouraging prodigal living today?
Application: Practice a 24-hour waiting period before impulse purchases.
          Ask before every major purchase: "Does this support God's purpose for my 
          life?"

III. The Purpose: Why Are We Here?  Matthew 6:33
· We were not created merely to consume.
· We were created to worship God, love others, and serve Christ.
· Our finances should support God's calling for our lives.
· Money is a tool for mission, not an end in itself. 
Questions: Why do you come to church each week?
        How does your spending reflect your life purpose?
        If someone examined your finances, what would they conclude matters most    
        to you?
Application: Write down one personal life mission statement.
           Evaluate whether your spending aligns with that mission.
IV. The Practice: Six Principles of Biblical Stewardship
1. Put God First: Honor God through faithful giving.
2. Create a Budget: Tell your money where to go.
3. Live Below Your Means: Simplicity creates freedom.
4. Establish an Emergency Fund: Prepare before the crisis comes.
5. Eliminate Unnecessary Debt: Debt often steals tomorrow's peace.
6. Save with Purpose: Saving is stewardship, not hoarding. 
Discussion Questions: Which principle is easiest for you?
                           Which principle is most difficult for you?
                           What one change could improve your stewardship immediately?
Application: Choose one financial principle to practice this month.
           Share your goal with a trusted Christian friend for accountability.
Conclusion
Remember: We are not owners; we are stewards.
               Financial faithfulness is spiritual faithfulness.
         The greatest financial goal is not wealth but faithfulness.
         When Christ is enough, we discover we already have everything we truly  
         need. 
Closing Reflection
"Am I using God's resources to build my kingdom, or God's Kingdom?"
Prayer Focus
"Lord, help me trust You more than money, steward Your blessings faithfully, and use all I have for Your glory." Amen. 
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