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Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

April 2022 

United Messenger 

Have you ever witnessed something so wonderfully 
amazing it made your whole nervous system tingle with 
goosebumps—or as another Christian I once knew 
dubbed those tickly raised hair follicles: “Holy Ghost 
bumps”? Whether it is a miraculous answer to prayer or 
a moment so glorious that it seems only God could have 
orchestrated such a thing, sometimes the circumstances 
around us are so spectacularly divine it calls forth a bod-
ily response of praise!  
I hope you can think of at least a handful of times in 
your own life when you have experienced moments like 
these. I know I’ve experienced several just in the past 
couple years since we started our church-wide break-
through prayer initiative.  
• The first was the invitation and the eventual imple-

mentation of our Monday’s Meal free community 
meal ministry. Members of the community ap-
proached me in early 2020 to suggest the idea and 
although COVID delayed our start date we’ve 
served on average about 120 meals every week since 
we started last October. It has been astonishing and 
so rewarding to witness what God is doing to feed 
our community with the volunteered labor of love 
from so many of us and the donated or reduced-price 
groceries from Feed My People and other generous 
individuals. Every week I feel like I’ve just wit-
nessed another loaves-and-fishes miracle! 

• More recently, our District Superintendent notified 
me that a new church start has begun as a house 
church right here in Menomonie among Korean stu-
dents at UW-Stout. One of the current international 
students is here with her husband, an ordained pas-
tor in the Korean Methodist Church. Pastor Park has 
been gathering up to 17 people together for worship 
every week and they are quickly outgrowing their 
worship space in a private home. His ministry cre-
dentials have been verified and affirmed by our 
Board of Ordained Ministry here in Wisconsin now 
too. There are still several logistics that need to fall 
into place as Pastor Park works with our Wisconsin 
Annual Conference United Methodist District Strat-
egy Team that helps to plant and support new minis-

tries, but if and when this Korean student minis-
try is ready, our Accountable Leadership Board 
has voted unanimously in favor of sharing our 
church space with them on Sunday afternoons so 
their worship community can continue to grow. 
Isn’t God amazing?! In many places across the 
United States, churches have been declining for 
decades, but right here in Menomonie God is 
building up a wonderful new ministry in our 
midst! 

• Just a couple weeks ago I got to schedule inter-
views with our hiring team for the candidates 
who applied for our Children and Family Minis-
tries Director position. I confess that months ago 
when I first learned we’d need to seek this new 
staff member, I was a little uncertain whether 
we’d find capable candidates for such an im-
portant role, given the widespread labor shortag-
es in every sector. Yet, I prayed and God has 
provided! In fact, our new Director, Amy Webb, 
told us during her interview that this job was an 
answer to her prayer as well as she prayed for 
new opportunities to serve…shortly before she 
first learned of this job opening! If you haven’t 
had a chance to meet Amy yet, she is extremely 
capable and passionate and I am so excited for 
what God will do through her ministry here! 

As I celebrate these God-moments and look forward 
to more, I encourage you to continue (or perhaps 
resume) our breakthrough prayer for the next few 
months. Originally we prayed every day at 7:03 a.m. 
and/or p.m. because our church address 2703 
Bongey Drive reminds us that we have 2 opportuni-
ties every day to pray at 7:03. For the next few 
months, I’d like us to pray at 7:21 because 7/21 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Our New Mobile App is Here! 
We’re excited to announce Menomonie United Method-

ist Church has upgraded our mobile app! Vanco, our e-

Giving provider, has launched an updated mobile app 

called Vanco Mobile. 

You can download the Vanco Mobile app for free from 

the App Store or Google Play. From there, you can 

make a one-time donation or set up recurring giving 

right through the app. Just select your fund and amount, 

enter a payment method and complete the donation. 

EGiving Also Available  
on our Website! 

You can also give to the church by visiting our website 

at menomonieumc.org and click on the menu item 

“Give” this will walk you through the online giving pro-

cedure. 
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Wanted:  
New Leaders on the  

Accountable Leadership Board 
For the past couple of years we’ve been using a more 

streamlined form of church governance that combined 

several of our former administrative committees (Staff-

Parish Relations Committee, Trustees, Finance Commit-

tee, and Administrative Council) into one Accountable 

Leadership Board. This model helps to bring greater 

focus on our mission—to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world—even as we help 

care for the daily details of hiring and supporting church 

staff members, caring for the maintenance of the build-

ing, stewarding the financial resources of the church, 

and attending to the overall health of the church. 

There are a few vacancies on our Board and those who 

applied and were elected to the first Accountable Lead-

ership Board have begun rotating off of the committee 

so additional vacancies will be created as each of them 

complete their term. If you are interested in serving a 

three-year term on the Accountable Leadership Board, 

please see Pastor Wendy for more information. Applica-

tions are available in the church office, along with a 

copy of the Leadership Board Covenant for you to re-

view as you consider whether this is an area in which 

God may be calling you to serve. 

(July 21) will be our MCCI Express Day when some 
of the church coaches who lead the Missional Church 
Consulation Initiative will be visiting our church and 
interviewing as many of our staff members, board 
members, church members, and youth group members 
as possible. Please mark that day on your calendar 
and be prepared to participate in a short interview 
and/or the evening meeting with the MCCI team at 
some point on July 21. Their team will be onsite 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., with one-on-one interviews 
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. and a church-wide training/
dreaming session from 6:30-8:30 p.m. as we share our 
God stories and our hopes for the future of our 
church. I’ll share any changes or a more detailed 
schedule as soon as it is available. 
 For now as we prepare for July 21, each day at 7:21 
let’s pray for Pastor Park and the new Korean minis-
try at UW-Stout. Let’s pray for Amy Webb and all the 
children and families in our church and surrounding 
community as they continue to grow in faith. Let’s 
pray for the new dreams and possibilities that will 
sprout in the months and years to come. Let’s contin-
ue to pray: “Just as the sun breaks through the clouds 
with a ray of light, please send your Holy Spirit to 
break through our clouded minds and hearts. Shine 
your light and guide us in the ways we are to serve 
and make disciples for You in our community and 
beyond. We trust in You and will follow the path You 
light for us. Amen.” 
 I look forward to seeing you soon at church and I’d 
love to hear about any God-moments you’ve wit-
nessed lately! 

In God’s love, 
Pastor Wendy 

 

 Good News! 
Adult Bible Study 

 Dear friends- A number of people have asked me 
when the Adult Bible Study might begin again. Pastor 
Wendy thought we could have our first study on May 
8th. The Adult Bible Study sessions will be offered 
every Sunday. So once you have your coffee and treat 
please consider reporting to the Fireside Room for an 
enthusiastic reunion and interesting discussion about- 
“Why should I attend church?” Yes, you have a 
little homework! Please list several reasons why you 
attend church services and be ready to share them 
with the class. I will have a proposed outline of topics 
for future classes for us to discuss at our first session. 
I look forward to seeing you again very soon! Grace 
and peace to you. 

 Sincerely, 
Linda Bark 
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Sunday Study | 2021-2022 
Join us most Sunday Mornings at 10:00am 

 
There are so many great camp opportunities available for our 
kiddos this summer, we will celebrate UMC Camps and check 
out options available this summer during Sunday Study on May 
1st.  We will finish out our regular Sunday Study curriculum on 
May 8th with a lesson on the Good Samaritan, Jesus shows us 
how to live in this lesson by teaching us who 
our true neighbors are… EVERYONE!  Jesus 
guides us to love, care for, and reach out to 
everyone.  We will wrap up the Sunday Study 
year on May 15th with Confirmation during 
the 9:00am Worship Service, followed by the 
Sunday Study end of the year celebration. 
I will be wrapping up my role as the Children and Family Min-
istries leader at the end of May, it has been an honor to lead and 
worship alongside your families.  I have learned so much from 
your kiddos over the last 5 years.  I’m excited for you to meet 
Amy Webb, our newest Children and Family Ministries leader!  
There are so many possibilities and opportunities as we move 
beyond the pandemic.  
   
Below is a glimpse of the month of May: 

5.1  Camp Sunday – Celebrating UMC Camps  
5.8 The Good Samaritan 
5.15  Confirmation Sunday & End of the Year Celebration 
 

Watch for Church Family activities coming up this Summer!  
There are plans in the works for a campfire/gaga ball night and 
some Church movie nights this Summer as well!   
 

Blessings, 
Amanda Tireman 

Menomonie United Methodist Church Youth & Children’s  Ministries  

Summer Camp 2022 
 

Full details can be found at:  
https://wiumcamps.org/summer-camps/ 

 
We will explore the fun during Camp Sunday  

on Sunday, May 1st during Sunday Study! 
 
Here is a sneak peek at some of this summer’s camp 
options: 
 
Create 
Classic Lake Lucerne 
Wild: Treehouses 
Wild: Backpacking 
Leaders in Training 
Makers 
Circuit: Games to Life 
Circuit: Robotics/STEM 
YoMiCa 
Movers         Imagine        Family Camps 
Grandparents Camp         Mother-Daughter Camp 

Bells!  Bells!  Bells! 
 

The bell choir is looking at starting up 
again.  We are in need of players.  If you 

would like to consider being a 
member please let me know by 
 text or email:  715 702-2061  

matthaeitim@gmail.com 
We practice on  

Wednesday evenings  
from 6:30-7:30 pm  

during the school year.   
We are still deciding whether we will start in 

May or wait until 
 September.  If you have not played bells  

before and would like to try, we can arrange a 
date for you to come, and we will help you.   

Please consider this fun ministry 
 for your church. 

Thanks, Tim Matthaei 

Youth May Schedule 
May 4th 11th, 18th, regular meeting  

6:00 pm meet time and done at 7:30 pm 
May 25th Wednesday Table  

meet at 4:45 pm done around 7:30 pm 
Thank you,  Amanda Viana 

Prayer Meeting Dates  
Tuesday, May 3 10:00 am 
Tuesday, May 17 10:00 am 
Tuesday May 24 10:00 am 

Blood Pressure 
Checks 
May 8th 

https://wiumcamps.org/summer-camps/
mailto:matthaeitim@gmail.com
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Monday's Meal  
Every Monday 5-6 

Free meal for our whole community.  
Most meals will be served via curbside delivery 
until the weather is warm enough for outdoor  

dining or COVID levels are low enough for indoor 
dining. Spread the word to anyone you know who 

may appreciate a  comforting, nourishing meal and 
a sense of connection and care! 

 If you or someone you know might be willing to 
help cook, serve, greet, or wash dishes let  

Pastor Wendy know.  
Financial contributions are also welcome. 

Monday’s Meal Menu 
(May be subject to change) 

May 2  
Brats, Baked Beans, Pickle, Pretzels 

 
May 9 

Chicken Fettuccine Alfredo, Garlic 
Bread, Parmesan Broccoli, Brownie 

 
May 16  

Fish, Roll, Grapes, Glazed Carrots 
 

May 23 
Country Casserole, Biscuit, Corn, 

Pumpkin Pie Bars 
 

May 30  
Chicken Salad Sandwiches,  

Pickle, Fruit, Cookie 

You and your family are invited to an 

Open House  
for  

Rosella Blakley’s  
100th Birthday 
Sunday, May 15 

1:00-4:00 pm 
United Methodist Church 

2703 Bongey Dr. Menomonie, WI 54751 
Stop in and wish Rosella a Happy Birthday! 

(No gifts please) 

Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our newsletter  

birthdays, anniversaries or a note, please let Lori 
know at the church office in advance. Your church 

family would like to celebrate your day! 

Prayer Shawl 

Meeting 
Thursday, May 12 

4:00 PM   

at Leslie Klatt’s home 

 

Choir is  
back on!  

If you love to sing please join us  

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm  
Choir will be meeting in the sanctuary 

to distance adequately. It is recommended that you  
be vaccinated and/or wear a mask. 

If you have any questions or concerns or would like to be 
added to the contact list please contact  

Craig Sampo at samphonics@gmail.com  
or call or text (920)-609-4082 

CONGRATULATIONS  
BOB SPINTI 

On your award for 75 years of  
Scouting! 

mailto:samphonics@gmail.com
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Agenda: 

To register call 715-232-4006 
By Monday, May 9, 2022 

Hosted by: The Care Solutions & Dementia Coalition of Dunn County 

Care Bucket  
for  

Stepping Stones  
Sunday, May 29  

Thank you for your  
contributions! 
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Mission Donations  Being Accepted 
Every year at Annual Conference, delegates are in-
vited to bring mission donations for our churches to 

be distributed as needed throughout the world.  
Pastor Wendy will be going to Annual Conference 

in Green Bay, WI from June 10-13 and will be  
happy to take any mission donations along with her. 
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Men’s Support Group  
resumes  

Wednesday, May 4th  
at 1:00 pm  

in the Fireside Room 


