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Ponderings from the  
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United Messenger 

Continued on page 2 

 As overnight frost warnings of mid-spring give 
way to the warm sunshine that leads us into sum-
mer, we can almost watch the new growth and 
signs of life in the world around us. Birdsongs float 
through my window every morning and I especial-
ly love catching a glimpse of bright birds like ori-
oles and goldfinches and cardinals out my win-
dows. The tulip bulbs I planted last fall have all 
blossomed beautifully and our row of lilac bushes 
is wonderfully fragrant now too. Tiny painted turtle 
hatchlings crawl through our yard on their way to 
the nearby Tainter Lake, and I often hear the dis-
tinctive call of the green herons who nest in the 
treetops in our little woods. It’s a whole new sea-
son of flourishing life in the natural world around 
us! 
 As I write this message, one of my boys is com-
pletely finished with all his classes for the school 
year and the other two will be finished by the end 
of the week. We look forward to celebrating high 
school graduation with Alex and it is exciting to 
anticipate the summer jobs and summer fun that the 
coming months will hold for our family! In the fall, 
Alex plans to attend UW-Whitewater to pursue a 
degree in counseling, with the eventual goal of 
working as a mental health therapist. He is looking 
forward to venturing out into the world to experi-
ence a new level of independence. It’s a whole new 
season of flourishing life in our family life as well! 
 Likewise, I anticipate a summer of joyous new 
life in our church community. For the past two 
years I’ve participated in a cohort of other clergy 
here in Wisconsin in the Missional Church Consul-
tation Initiative (MCCI for short), working with our 
coach, Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey from Ohio to learn 
strategies of faithful leadership that can help 
churches thrive. Our Breakthrough Prayer initiative 
was one of the first things we implemented and two 
of the most exciting things that have developed 
since we started our Breakthrough Prayer practice 

are our Monday’s Meal free community meal 
ministry and a brand-new ministry among Korean 
students at UW-Stout that is just being launched. 
The final steps of the MCCI process, though, are 
yet to come. On July 21 several leaders from the 
MCCI program will be present at the Menomonie 
UMC to meet with as many of our staff members 
and church members as possible. They will listen 
prayerfully as they ask about all that we have 
loved about our church in the past and all that we 
hope for in its future. Based on what they learn 
from us, they will make 3-5 recommendations or 
“prescriptions” our church can try in order to 
keep growing in faithful, fruitful ministry. These 
prescriptions will be presented during worship on 
July 24 and we will schedule a few additional 
meetings in the weeks after that to present the in-
formation to those who are interested but are not 
able to attend worship on July 24. Probably some-
time in late summer or early fall we will schedule 
a Church Conference when we will vote to decide 
whether or not to pursue the recommendations of 
the MCCI coaches. If we vote to adopt their rec-
ommendations, they will provide additional 
coaches to help advise us and guide us as we 
work to implement those recommendations. If we 
voted against their recommendations, we’d simp-
ly no longer be a part of the MCCI program and 
our Bishop would redirect those resources to oth-
er churches who want to participate in the Mis-
sional Church Consultation Initiative. Other 
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Wanted:  
New Leaders on the  

Accountable Leadership Board 
For the past couple of years we’ve been using a more 

streamlined form of church governance that combined 

several of our former administrative committees (Staff-

Parish Relations Committee, Trustees, Finance Commit-

tee, and Administrative Council) into one Accountable 

Leadership Board. This model helps to bring greater 

focus on our mission—to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world—even as we help 

care for the daily details of hiring and supporting church 

staff members, caring for the maintenance of the build-

ing, stewarding the financial resources of the church, 

and attending to the overall health of the church. 

There are a few vacancies on our Board and those who 

applied and were elected to the first Accountable Lead-

ership Board have begun rotating off of the committee 

so additional vacancies will be created as each of them 

complete their term. If you are interested in serving a 

three-year term on the Accountable Leadership Board, 

please see Pastor Wendy for more information. Applica-

tions are available in the church office, along with a 

copy of the Leadership Board Covenant for you to re-

view as you consider whether this is an area in which 

God may be calling you to serve. 

Hello! My name is Amy Webb, and I am the new Chil-
dren and Family Ministry Director.  
Four years ago, my husband and I moved to Menomonie 
from Michigan. We have two boys, Tanner and Paxton, 
who keep us busy! I work at Menomonie Middle School 
as the Reading Specialist, and my husband is the Assis-
tant Basketball Coach at UW-Stout.  
I am very grateful for this opportunity and look forward 
to meeting all of you. If you need to contact me, please 
email me @CYFMinistry@menomonieumc.org This is 
the same email you used to contact Amanda Tireman. As 
we begin to plan summer events, and look towards fall 
planning, please reach out if you have any ideas, sugges-
tions, or would like to find ways to get more involved 
with our children. 

We welcome Amy Webb,  
our new Children and Family 

Minister Director! 

churches throughout the country who have partici-
pated in the MCCI have found this to be wonderful-
ly transformative, launching new growth and deep-
er faith, and I trust that a whole new season of 
flourishing is about to begin in our church too! 
 I look forward to seeing you soon in worship. 
May this summer be an opportunity for you all to 
flourish in faith! 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wendy 

Save the Date: July 21 
The Missional Church Consultation Initiative team 
will be visiting Menomonie on July 21 to talk to 
YOU! Please mark your calendars now and watch 
for more details in the weekly Happenings as we 
get closer to that date. 

mailto:CYFMinistry@menomonieumc.org


Menomonie United Methodist Church Youth & Children’s Ministries  

2022 Youth Summer Schedule 
 June 22nd meet at the church for yard games and 

roasting hot dogs and fire.  
6:00pm done around 7:30pm 

 
July 24th - July 30th Ashland Mission trip 

  
August 17th meet to go swimming.  

Time and place TBD.  
 

September 14th first day back at Youth Group. 
 

August 24th help at Wednesday table.  
4:45pm-6:30pm 

Amanda Viana 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Our New Mobile App is Here! 
We’re excited to announce Menomonie United Meth-
odist Church has upgraded our mobile app! Vanco, 
our e-Giving provider, has launched an updated mo-
bile app called Vanco Mobile. 
You can download the Vanco Mobile app for free 
from the App Store or Google Play. From there, you 
can make a one-time donation or set up recurring giv-
ing right through the app. Just select your fund and 
amount, enter a payment method and complete the 
donation. 

EGiving Also Available  
on our Website! 

You can also give to the church by visiting our web-

site at menomonieumc.org and click on the menu 

item “Give” this will walk you through the online giv-

ing procedure. 

Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our newsletter  

birthdays, anniversaries or a note, please let Lori 
know at the church office in advance. Your church 

family would like to celebrate your day! 

Monday’s Meal Volunteers  
Welcome 

Sign up for fun and help feed the 
community! 

There is a sign-up sheet for June and soon July, 
near the entrance of the kitchen. Here you can vol-
unteer to help with the Monday Meals. 
It takes many people to make and distribute as 
many as 150 meals in an hour! We need cooks, 
greeters, baggers and runners. Children are espe-
cially good at the running job, but anyone can take 
the meals to the cars and give them to the driver 
with a smile. 
If you don’t want to commit to a certain Monday -
stay after church to help prepare the ingredients or 
make the dessert . We also need volunteers to 
show up at 4:45 Mondays to serve the food and 
help with clean up. 
The kitchen crew often includes people from other 
churches is full of jokes and laughter. Come join 
the fun and feed Menomonie. 

Questions can be directed to our Monday’s 
Meal Coordinator, Nichole Manson at  

(715)497-4516. 

Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

PRAYER SHAWL 
GATHERING 

Thursday, June 30th at 
the church  

4:00-6:00 PM 
We continue to make prayer shawls for 
 the church for those who are in need of 

blessings and extra healing . 
Also feel free  to bring any craft item you are 
working on to enjoy fellowship with others at 

the church. 

Prayer Walk 
1st Tuesday of the Month 

 

Prayer on Patio 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  

 

Book Study  
on “My Grandmother’s Hands” 

3rd Tuesday of the month" 
 

Prayer activity will start around 10 am,  
Sarah will be available at 9 am  

for anyone who has wellness concerns. 
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Coffee and Conversation with 
Pastor Wendy  

Wednesday afternoons  
Marion’s Legacy   2-4 pm 

She’ll be happy to see you and to chat about anything 
that is on your mind, but she’d especially love to hear 
about: What are some of the most life-giving, inspir-
ing things you’ve experienced recently? What are 
some of the things you still long for or ned most in 
this season of life? Stop in to let her know, or if you’d 
prefer not to meet face to face just yet, send her an 
email at pastor@menomonieumc.org or call the 
church and leave a message with the best time to call 
you back. 

Bible Study for 
Adults  

Please join us every  
Sunday after  

Fellowship Hour in the 
Fireside room. 

See Linda Bark for more information. 

mailto:pastor@menomonieumc.org




Mission Donations  Being Accepted 

Every year at Annual Conference, delegates are invited to 
bring mission donations for our churches to be distributed as 

needed throughout the world.  
Pastor Wendy will be going to Annual Conference in 

 Green Bay, WI from June 10-13 and will be  
happy to take any mission donations along with her. 

Personal Dignity Kit 
($15 value) 

Home Care Kit 
 ($20 value) 


