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“The Word gave life to everything that was created, 
and his life brought light to everyone. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish 
it.” –John 1:4-5 
 
As you may recall, it has become a tradition in our 
family to put up our Christmas tree on the weekend 
after Thanksgiving. Usually we visit a tree farm to cut 
our own tree and we decorate it with a wild assort-
ment of ornaments that remind us of significant mem-
ories in our family’s life together. There are lovely 
woven wheat ornaments I purchased in Germany 
when I was there as an exchange student in high 
school. There is a gingerbread house ornament we 
bought the year we purchased our first home. There is 
a whimsical stork ornament that was given to us when 
we were expecting Alex. There is a school bus orna-
ment Noah proudly selected to commemorate the year 
he started kindergarten. There are precious handmade 
ornaments the boys have brought home from school 
or daycare through the years: a plaster handprint cov-
ered in glitter, a tiny yarn rag doll made 
when studying the pioneer days, sweet paper 
chains, and a pine tree fashioned out of mod-
eling clay. Our tree full of sweet memories 
will never earn a spot in Better Homes and 
Gardens magazine, but by the time we finish 
decorating each year it stands in our living 
room like an 8-foot-tall scrapbook full of 
nostalgia. 
For me though, putting up our Christmas 
tree is more than just a family tradition; it is 
also a spiritual practice. Just when the 
lengthening hours of darkness are starting to 
grow wearisome, we place Advent candles 
on our dining room table and fill our home 
with glittering lights that remind me of the 
one who came as the Light of the World. We 
gladly display an evergreen tree (a symbol 
of the everlasting life we have in Christ) 
which points upward to heaven. We top the 
tree with an angel and hang candy canes that 
look like a shepherd’s staff and place minia-

ture nativities in the boughs of the tree to represent 
the original Christmas story. Even through this sea-
son of waiting expectantly in the darkness, I light 
candles and hang lights in the darkness to let hope 
shine through. 
This Advent, my prayer for you is that you, too, can 
fix your eyes on the hope flickering in the darkness. 
May you trust in the Word whose life brought light 
to everyone—a light that the darkness can never ex-
tinguish.  I wish you a blessed Advent and a joyous 
Christmas! 
 

Joyfully, 
Pastor Wendy 
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Confirmation Meeting for  
Parents and Students 

 On Sunday, December 11th at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Wen-
dy would like to meet with any students and their par-
ents who are interested in participating in confirmation 
classes in the coming year. We’ll discuss the format 
and expectations of the class, talk about choosing a 
mentor, and help answer any questions you may have. 
Classes will begin in January. A reminder letter will be 
sent to eligible families, but please mark your calendars 
now just in case we miss anyone who may be interest-
ed.  

 
 

New Music  
Ministry Coordinator 

We joyfully welcome 
 Ernest Hernandez  

as our  
Music Ministry Coordinator 

Ernest is a gifted vocalist with 
experience in both directing and 
in the performance of worship 
music. He majored in General, 
Choral, and Instrumental Music 
at the University of North Texas 
and he has performed locally with the Menomonie 
Singers recently. He brings a passion for music that 
will undoubtedly be a true blessing to our whole 
church community!  

Christmas Eve and  
Christmas Day Worship Times 

 Christmas is on a Sunday this year. We hope you can 
join us for worship at 4:00 pm on Christmas Eve and at 
9:00 am on Christmas Day, although we understand that 
family gatherings or travel plans may interfere with 
your ability to worship with us in person. Amy Webb 
and Pastor Wendy are also working on a “Christmas in 
a Box” package that our families with preschool- and 
school-aged children can use to engage in some mean-
ingful activities at home in addition to the worship ser-
vices we’ll be offering at church. These can be picked 
up on December 11 or 18, and any boxes that aren’t 
picked up by December 18 will be delivered to families’ 
homes.  
 One of the activities in the “Christmas in a Box” pack-
age is a Flat Baby Jesus activity we invite our WHOLE 
congregation to participate in if you wish. This is a 
whimsical way for us to stay connected through the hol-
idays, based on the “Flat Stanley” children’s stories 
about a character who accidentally got flattened and 
although he wasn’t hurt he was flat enough that he 
could fit in an envelope and mail himself anywhere he 
wanted to travel. If you are traveling during the Christ-
mas season, simply cut out the image of Jesus in the 
manger from here in this newsletter and take it with you 
wherever your Christmas travels may take you. Snap a 
photo of yourself with the Flat Baby Jesus and share it 
on our Menomonie UMC Facebook page or email it to 
Lori at office@menomonieumc.org so we can share 
your photos on Facebook and in our announcement 
slides to show this simple, whimsical way you are car-
rying Christ with you this Christmas! 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Youth Group 
December 

 
December 2nd  

Soup/chili feed set up 6:00pm - 7:30pm 
December 3rd 

Soup chili/feed 11:30am - 2:00pm  
Youth to arrive 10:00am to help set up 

December 3rd Krumkake sale begins and  
ends December 11th 

December 7th 
Regular youth 6:00pm - 7:30pm 

December 14th 
Regular youth making Krumkake cookies 

5:00pm - 8:00pm  
December 18th  

Pick up and deliver Krumkake cookies  
December 21st 
6:00 - 7:30pm 

Regular Youth Christmas party bring a white  
elephant gift and a dish to pass 

December 28th  
Wednesday table meet at Christ Lutheran 

Church 4:45pm - 6:00 pm 

Bells! 
Wednesdays at 6 pm.   

Please consider this fun 
ministry for your church.   

Send questions to  
Tim Matthaei at  

matthaeitim@gmail.com 

mailto:matthaeitim@gmail.com


Page 4 

December 2022 
Chili/Soup Feed  
& Ornament  
Making 11:30-2:00 
Krumkake sale 
begins 

Blood Pressure 
Checks after 
Worship 

Morning Prayer 
Group/ Book  
10 am 
Joyful Noise  
practice 6:30 PM 

Youth Wed.  
Table 4:45-6  
at Christ 
Lutheran Church 

Bell Choir  
6 pm 

Mondays Meal 
 5-6 pm 

Mondays Meal 
 5-6 pm 

Mondays Meal 
 5-6 pm 

Mondays Meal 
 5-6 pm 

Youth  
6-7:30 pm 
Bell Choir  
6 pm 

Youth  making 
Krumkake 
cookies 5-8 pm 
Bell Choir 6 pm 

Youth 6-7 pm 
Bell Choir 6 pm 

New Year’s 
Eve! 

Morning Prayer 
Group/ Book  
10 am 
 

Morning Prayer 
Group/ Book  
10 am 
 

Joyful Noise   
Concert 
 6:30 PM 

Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

PRAYER SHAWL 
GATHERING 

Thursday, December 22  
at the church  

4:00-6:00 PM 
We continue to make prayer shawls for 
 the church for those who are in need of 

blessings and extra healing . 
Also feel free  to bring any craft item you are 
working on to enjoy fellowship with others at 

the church. 

Morning Prayer 
Group/Book Discussion 

1st, 3rd and 4th Tuesday of the month  
Prayer activity will start around 10 am,  

Sarah will be available at 9 am  
for anyone who has wellness concerns. 

Coffee and Conversation with 
Pastor Wendy  
Wednesday 2-4 PM  
at Marion’s Legacy 

Stop in to let her know, or if you’d prefer not to meet 
face to face just yet, send her an email at  

pastor@menomonieumc.org  
or call the church and leave a  

message with the best time to call you back. 

Blood Pressure 
Checks 

First Sunday  
of every month. 

Chili/Soup Feed 
set up 6-7:30 pm 

Youth pick up and 
deliver Krumkake 
cookies 
 

Youth Krumkake 
sale ends 
 

Prayer Shawl 
Gathering 
 4-6 pm 

Christmas Eve 
Worship 
4:00 pm 

Worship 9 am 
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Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our newsletter  

birthdays, anniversaries or a note, please let Lori 
know at the church office in advance. Your church 

family would like to celebrate your day! 

Mondays Meal menus are 
posted week to week at 
the church and on the 

church website: 
www.menomonieumc.org 
and our facebook page. 

 

Wanted   
Cooks for Monday Meals 

 Contact Jane at jbutsic@gmail.com  
or call-715-308-6335 

Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Financial Footnotes 
The end of the year is fast approaching! Hard to 
believe isn't it? 
You will find in your newsletter a Christmas enve-
lope. This year your gifts will be used for appor-
tionments. If there are gifts that you would like 
posted on your 2022 statements they will need to 
be at the church by noon on December 30th. 

Thanks much, 
Lynn Klatt 

mailto:jbutsic@gmail.com

