UNITED METHODIST CHURCH All Saints' Day Sermon Outline: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Introduction

All Saints' Day is a day of gratitude, remembrance, and hope.
We honor those who have gone before us in faith, celebrate God's faithfulness through
their lives, and renew our hope in Christ's victory over death.

I. Remember the Saints
"We do not grieve as those who have no hope." (v.13)

Key Truth: The saints were ordinary people who trusted an extraordinary God.

Questions:
e Who has been a spiritual influence in your life?
e What faith lessons did you learn from them?
e How has God used their witness to strengthen your faith?

Application:

v Take time this week to thank God for someone who helped shape your faith.
v Share a story about that person with a family member or friend.

v Preserve their spiritual legacy by practicing the faith they modeled.

Il. Continue the Legacy
Hebrews 12:1 reminds us that we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.

Key Truth: The saints passed the faith to us. Now it is our turn to pass it on.

Questions:
e What legacy are you leaving for future generations?
e How are you investing in God's kingdom today?
o If someone followed your example, would they grow closer to Christ?

Application:

v Commit to one specific act of service in the church or community.
v Encourage someone younger in the faith.

v Pray daily that God would use your life to bless future generations.
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UNITED M[’TI[UDISTU‘IDC'RL'H Il. Live With Hope
"We believe that Jesus died and rose again." (v.14)

Key Truth: Because Christ is risen, death is not the end of the story.

Questions:
e What fears or grief are you carrying today?
e How does Christ's resurrection give you hope?
o What difference would it make if you truly lived each day with eternal hope?

Application:

v Give your worries and grief to Christ in prayer.

v Find comfort in God's promises rather than your circumstances.
v Live courageously, knowing that Christ has conquered death.

Conclusion

Three Responses for All Saints' Day:
Remember those who faithfully followed Christ.
Continue their legacy through faithful living and service.
Hope in the promise of resurrection and eternal life.

Closing Challenge

When future generations remember us, may they say:
"They trusted God. They loved others. They served faithfully. They left the church stronger than
they found it."”

Because Christ lives, we have hope. Because Christ lives, we shall live also. Amen. (1
Thessalonians 4:14)

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, We thank You for the saints who have gone before us and for the faith
they shared with us. Help us to follow their example, trust in Your promises, and serve
You faithfully each day.

Comfort those who grieve, strengthen those who struggle, and fill all of us with the
hope of Christ's resurrection.

May we live as Your faithful people until the day we rejoice with all the saints in Your
eternal kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we pray. Amen.
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