United Messenger
February 2022

Ponderings from the
Pastor’s Pen
“I will give them an undivided heart and put a new
spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of
stone and give them a heart of flesh.” –Ezekiel 11:19
As I work on my newsletter article this month, I’m
feeling a little distracted. FFFkkt! Boop-beep! A
burst of static and a two-toned electronic chime from
the walkie-talkie beside me alerts me that my youngest is trying to reach me from his quarantine room
upstairs. After he received a positive COVID test on
January 25, he has settled in to the guest bedroom for
the next five days with his schoolwork and all his
favorite activities—Sudoku puzzles, word searches,
books to read, and the two-way radio my husband
scrounged out of our junk drawer so he could notify
us whenever he needs anything. “Hi Mom! Can you
bring me my pajamas and some fresh clothes for tomorrow?” We’re still hours from bedtime but he’s an
extrovert and any excuse for initiating conversation
is appealing for him, so he uses his walkie-talkie
privileges frequently. I deliver Lucas’s jammies,
check his temperature, refill his glass of water, and
blow him a kiss before returning to my computer
where I find that four more email messages, two text
messages, and a Facebook message have arrived
since I left. I respond to the ones that need a quick
response, and jot down a note to come back to the
others later.
I return to the newsletter document and the cursor
blinks at me patiently as my mind struggles to grasp
the words I wanted to communicate with you this
month. CRASH! It sounds like a large piece of furniture may have just fallen over upstairs, but the next
sound is Alex’s voice in a playful tone followed by a
giggle from Lucas. After a brief internal debate I decide that whatever just happened upstairs doesn’t
need my immediate attention, so I remain at my computer.
An undivided heart. What a rare and marvelous gift
that is in this world of distractions and divisions! I
think of Jesus’ imagery of the vine and the branches:
“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch

can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me.” I take a deep breath and whisper a prayer of
thanks for all the ways God keeps me safely connected and filled with life so I can bear fruit—i.e.
make a difference—in my callings as a wife and a
mom and a pastor. I’m certainly still a work in progress but in my experience, an undivided heart is
settled and satisfied, deeply rooted in the wisdom
and peace of God even when the world gets a little
chaotic around us.
So as we head toward Valentines Day, my prayer
for you all, dear ones, is that every decorative heart
we see this month would remind us to pray for an
undivided heart, a prayer something like David’s
words in Psalm 86:11, “Teach me your way, O
Lord, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I may worship you!” May our
hearts (and our homes, community, nation, and
world) be increasingly undivided, becoming ever
more fully attuned to God’s presence so that even
the busyness of life cannot pull us away from the
peace and the power we find in God.
I love you all and can’t wait to see you again
soon…as soon as our family is safely out of quarantine! (Thankfully, we’re all doing well and even
Lucas’s symptoms are quite mild.)
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Wendy

Inside this Issue:
Ponderings from the Pastor’s Pen ….....….…..……...1

Coffee and Conversation Resumes! Monday’s Meal
Highlights, Bishop's Convocation of Laity Leadership……...2

Children and Youth Ministries………………….…..…..3
Church News, Financial Footnotes……………….4 & 5
ADRC News……………………………………...….6 & 7

Menomonie United Methodist Church News

Monday’s Meal Highlights

On October 25 we launched a new free community meal
ministry, featuring a wholesome, homemade meal prepared in the church kitchen and served via curbside delivery in the church parking lot every Monday night
from 5-6 pm. In our first 14 weeks we’ve already served
1,767 meals! This ministry is run by a wide variety of
volunteers and funded by many donors within and beyond our local church. From the very beginning this has
been God’s doing, and it has become increasingly clear
that God continues to make it all possible! Even when
COVID has kept some of our scheduled volunteers from
coming, new volunteers step forward to keep this ministry going strong. Thank you to all of you who have already helped one or more times at Monday’s Meal! If
you’d like to volunteer, you can find sign-up sheets under the lighted bulletin board near the family bathroom
near the church entrance or you can sign up online here:
https://volunteersignup.org/XHFA4 Most of the volunteer roles require no cooking, so even if you aren’t confident in the kitchen we welcome your help as servers,
runners, dishwashers, etc.
Contact our Monday’s Meal Coordinator,
Nichole Manson at manson.nichole@gmail.com
or 715-497-4516 if you have questions.

Coffee and Conversation with
Pastor Wendy Resumes
Starting February 9!

On Wednesday afternoons from 2-4, Pastor Wendy
will resume her community office hours at Marion’s
Legacy. She’ll be happy to see you and to chat about
anything that is on your mind, but she’d especially
love to hear about: What are some of the most lifegiving, inspiring things you’ve experienced recently?
What are some of the things you still long for or need
most in this season of life? Stop in to let her know, or
if you’d prefer not to meet face to face just yet, send
her an email at pastor@menomonieumc.org or call the
church and leave a message with the best time to call
you back.

Mask Recommendation

Wanted:
New Leaders on the
Accountable Leadership Board

Masks available and recommended
even for those who are vaccinated.
Please use your best discretion.
The service will continue to be
broadcast on Facebook and recorded
on our website!

For the past couple of years we’ve been using a more
streamlined form of church governance that combined
several of our former administrative committees (StaffParish Relations Committee, Trustees, Finance Committee, and Administrative Council) into one Accountable
Leadership Board. This model helps to bring greater
focus on our mission—to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world—even as we help
care for the daily details of hiring and supporting church
staff members, caring for the maintenance of the building, stewarding the financial resources of the church,
and attending to the overall health of the church.
There are a few vacancies on our Board and those who
applied and were elected to the first Accountable Leadership Board have begun rotating off of the committee
next year so additional vacancies will be created as each
of them complete their term. If you are interested in
serving a three-year term on the Accountable Leadership Board, please see Pastor Wendy for more information. Applications are available in the church office,
along with a copy of the Leadership Board Covenant for
you to review as you consider whether this is an area in
which God may be calling you to serve.

Save the Date!
Bishop's Convocation of
Laity Leadership

Saturday, February 12, 2022 is the date set for the
Bishop's Convocation of Laity. Each year the Board of
Laity hosts the Bishop's Convocation of Laity
Leadership forum. This is open to all lay persons in
the Wisconsin Conference.

Bishop's Convocation of Laity Leadership
2022 Online Event
Saturday, February 12, 2022
9:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Register Today!
https://wisconsin-reg.brtapp.com/LaityConvo2022
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Menomonie United Methodist Church Youth & Children’s Ministries
Sunday Study | 2021-2022
Join us most Sunday Mornings
at 10:00am

Church
Family
Outing

During the month of January, we
spent time learning more about
God’s Son. Jesus showed us
over and over that he is God’s
promised Son. We learned about
Jesus’ baptism and dug into the
many healing miracles Jesus performed. Jesus not only healed
people physically but demonstrated his power over Sin. Jesus is
not just a lovable character in the stories of our past,
Jesus is still with us today and is real and powerful!
Jesus desires a real and meaningful relationship with
us today, right now, wherever we are.
We will take a journey back into the Old Testament for
our next unit to the Book of Judges.

Sledding at the Schmidt’s
Saturday, February 12
Starting at noon

Josh and Leslie have graciously
invited us to their place for a
potluck and afternoon
of sledding.

I hope you can join us!

Below is a glimpse of the month of February:
2.6 God is patient… even when we forget
about him. (Judges 2:6-23)
2.13 God is patient… and helps us know what
to do. (Judges 4:1-16)
2.20 God is patient… and sees our potential.
(Judges 6)
2.27 God is patient… and we can trust him.
(Judges 7)

Prayer Shawl
Meetings

Please pray over our children as we strive to grow
closer to God.
Blessings,
Amanda Tireman
Email: cyfministry@menomonieumc.org
Cell: 402-658-4344

Thursdays,
Feb. 17, March 17
4:00 pm– 6:00 pm
Fireside Room
Feel free to bring any other crafts you
would like to work on as well!

Youth Group Update
No youth group February 2nd

Zoom youth group February 9th

Meet for Prayer

Zoom youth group February 16th

Mondays at 6:30 pm
2nd and 4th Monday of each month.
We will prayand talk about new ways
to connect with God in prayer.
For more information
contact Sarah Zarbock.

Wednesday Table
youth group February 23rd
As of now we will stay virtual and
only meet for helping at the
community meal.
At the end of February we will revisit the
idea of in person. This all depends on the
community and best
recommendations.

Find us at:

www.menomonieumc.org
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Financial Footnotes
To say 2021 has been another challenging year for all
of us would be an understatement! The pandemic has
caused much disappointment, confusion, uncertainty
and sadness. There may have been times when our faith
was tested as well. As we get our feet firmly planted in
2022 let us remind ourselves that God continues to be
with us no matter what challenges we may face.
Financially we had quite a year at the Menomonie United Methodist Church. After many years of setting aside
a portion of our gifts we were able to put in a new parking lot with new and improved lighting. What a blessing it has been to be to come out at night after a meeting
and actually see where you parked your car! We also
installed 2 new boilers to replace the one that had been
giving us some grief over the past several years. We
anticipate seeing some energy savings in the years to
come. We utilized Halverson Plumbing, Senn Blacktop,
Bear Valley Electric and Trane to complete these projects. Our cost was just about $146,000. We were also
able to secure a grant from Focus on Energy of approximately $6000 to offset some of the expense. We will
continue to set aside improvement funds for what may
lie ahead for future improvements.
Our advance specials and designated giving amounted
to $11665. We were able to support Stepping Stones,
Afghan Refugees, Ludhiania Medical College, Heifer
Int., Twin Ports Ministry, McCurdy School, United
Methodist Childrens Services, Bolivia Motor Cycle
Project, Haiti International Disaster and missionaries
the Ndjungus.
We also received several memorial gifts that went to
support our new community mission the Monday Meal
program. The Monday Meal started at the end of October and presently is serving 120 to 150 meals. Several
of the memorial gifts have yet to be designated.
None of these projects would be possible without the
generous gifts we have received. We thank you and encourage you to contact us with your questions or concerns.
Blessings
Lynn Klatt

American Red Cross
Blood Drive

Monday, Feb. 28, 2022
Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Menomonie United Methodist Church
2703 Bongey Drive

To donate go to redcrossblood.org,
enter 54751 OR call 1-800-733-2767
Rapid Pass is available.

Choir is
back on!

If you love to sing please
join us

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm

Choir will be meeting in the sanctuary to
distance adequately. It is recommended that you
be vaccinated and/or wear a mask.
If you have any questions or concerns or would like to be
added to the contact list
please contact
Craig Sampo at samphonics@gmail.com
or call or text (920)-609-4082
There will be no rehearsal Feb 16th and 23rd.

Let’s Celebrate!

If you would like us to post in our newsletter
birthdays, anniversaries or a note, please let Lori
know at the church office in advance. Your church
family would like to celebrate your day!

Thank you!

Menomonie UMC has donated throughout the
years to Ludhiana Christian Medical College and
Hospital through the Board here in the USA.
In 2021 over $370,000 was sent to CMC in effort
to support the best in medical care and health care
education.
Thank you to United Methodist Church for your
donations and support.

Som and I would like to thank each and everyone for the cards, letters, and telephone calls
wishing us the very best, and to get well soon.
The open heart surgery went well, and it will
take some time for recovery. It should go fast
as Som is a very good nurse. We would like to
thank God, and a very skilled surgery team
from saving me from a certain heart attack.

Dave & Som Moore
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Monday's Meal
Every Monday 5-6

Monday’s Meal Menu

Free meal for our whole community.
Most meals will be served via curbside delivery
until the weather is warm enough for outdoor
dining or COVID levels are low enough for indoor
dining. Spread the word to anyone you know who
may appreciate a comforting, nourishing meal and
a sense of connection and care!
If you or someone you know might be willing to
help cook, serve, greet, or wash dishes let
Pastor Wendy know.
Financial contributions are also welcome.

(May be subject to change)

February 7
Spaghetti, Garlic Bread,
Chocolate Cake
February 14
Honey-Glazed Chicken Thighs,
Garlic Parmesan Steak Fries,
Chocolate-Covered Strawberries

Monday’s Meal Volunteers
Wanted

February 21
Stuffed Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes,
Cookies

There are sign up sheets in the narthex on the table
for the following volunteer services.
Thank you for your help!
Prep cooks: On Sunday after worship, one or two people will help prepare dessert and/or do any other prep
work that can be done ahead of time to make things
run more smoothly for the cooks on Monday.
Cooks: From 2-5 pm on Mondays, two to four people
will prepare the meal with help from Nichole Manson,
the volunteer who has agreed to coordinate Monday's
Meal for us.
Greeter: From 4:45-6:00 the greeter will be stationed
in the church parking lot near the main entrance to
greet the people in each vehicle as they arrive and take
their order for the number of meals they wish to take.
The greeter will then send a text message to the crew
in the kitchen with a short description of the vehicle and
the number of meals needed, such as "blue truck-3" or
"red car-1". The greeter will then ask the vehicle to proceed to the next door near the nursery where their
meals will be delivered to them.
Servers: From 4:45 pm-6:00 pm on Mondays, two to
four people will help serve appropriate portions into the
to-go containers as recipients arrive to pick them up.
Bagger: From 4:45-6:00 pm the bagger will be stationed in the church kitchen to receive texts from the
greeter and place the appropriate number of meals in
each bag to be carried out to those waiting in their vehicles. The bagger will instruct the runners how many
meals to take and to which vehicles.
Runners: From 4:45-6:00 pm two to three runners will
carry meals from the church kitchen to the waiting vehicles in the parking lot as instructed by the bagger.
Dishwashers: From 5:30-6:15 one or two volunteers
will work on washing dishes with the commercial dishwasher or by hand for the dishes that are too large to fit
in the dishwasher.
*Note: Although serving doesn't actually begin until 5
pm, volunteers who will be present during the meal are
asked to arrive by 4:45 so they have time to wash
hands and put on serving gloves before they begin.

February 28
Stir Fry, Asian Cucumber Salad,
Brownies

Monday’s Meal Facebook Page
Monday's Meal offers free, nourishing homemade
meals every Monday from 5-6 pm at the
Menomonie United Methodist Church,
2703 Bongey Drive, Menomonie WI.
We are supported by volunteers and
donations from the community
.
Check out our facebook page:
Monday’s Meal at
United Methodist Church
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