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Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

September 2022 

United Messenger 

In our home, it is back to school season. We’ve had 
backpacks loaded with fresh school supplies, ready 
and waiting on their hooks by our front door for a 
couple weeks now as my boys eagerly anticipate their 
return to school. A favorite outfit has been chosen and 
set aside in the closet for the first day of school. We 
have worked on adjusting to earlier bedtimes in antic-
ipation for the very early arrival of the school bus in 
the weeks ahead. We’re getting our supplies and sys-
tems in place for what we hope will be a smooth tran-
sition back to in-person school after over two years of 
virtual school at home for our family. The freedom of 
summer vacation and the flexible schedule we’ve 
adapted to throughout the pandemic will soon be re-
placed by the familiar old framework of the rhythms 
and routines of the school year.  
At heart, I am a rhythm-and-routines kind of girl, so I 
am looking forward to the new school year just as 
much as—if not more than—my boys are. Freedom 
and flexibility are delightful for a season, but often 
my best growth and learning comes through the 
rhythms and routines that I’ve built into my life—
prayer, scripture reading, sabbath rest, intentional 
conversations with other Christians and colleagues, 
deep listening to the needs of the world around me, 
and seeking solitude in the beauty of God’s creation. 
As United Methodists, routines and rhythms have al-
ways been a part of our faith practice. “Methodist” 
was originally a sneering insult directed at John and 
Charles Wesley by their peers at Oxford University 
who thought their methodical approach to faith was 
strange. And yet, the systematic,   methodical faith of 
that small group of college students grew into a reviv-

al movement that spread across the world and is still 
growing in many parts of the world to this day. 
And so, as a new school year begins, even if you 
don’t have anyone at your house who is going to 
school this year, I invite you to consider what 
rhythms and routines you might begin in your life to 
help you grow in faith. Maybe you’ll start your day 
with reading a chapter or two from the Bible. Maybe 
you’ll end each day with a moment of prayer or si-
lent reflection on where you’ve sensed God at work 
in your life through that day. Maybe you’ll  join the 
monthly prayer shawl meetings or the small group 
for moms starting this fal,l or start or join another 
small group. The exciting possibilities of a whole 
new year stretch out before us. Where is God leading 
you in this season? 
I hope to see you soon at church or at Monday’s 
Meal or at my Coffee and Conversation time. Wher-
ever our paths may cross next, I’d love to hear about 
what rhythms and routines are working well in your 
walk with God these days! 

With great anticipation and joy, 
Pastor Wendy 

New Members Class  
Beginning Soon! 

 On Sunday, September 18 from about 10:15 a.m. to 
noon Pastor Wendy will be offering a New Members 
Class for anyone interested in joining the Me-
nomonie United Methodist Church. This is a chance 
to meet others who are interested in joining, learn 
more about the history and beliefs we share with oth-
er Christians, learn a few things that are unique to 
United Methodists, and understand what membership 
means. Those who participate in the class and wish 
to officially join the church will be invited to do so 
during worship on September 25. Let Pastor Wendy 
know if you’d like to be part of the class! 



Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  
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Wanted:  
New Leaders on the  

Accountable Leadership Board 
For the past couple of years we’ve been using a more 

streamlined form of church governance that combined 

several of our former administrative committees (Staff-

Parish Relations Committee, Trustees, Finance Commit-

tee, and Administrative Council) into one Accountable 

Leadership Board. This model helps to bring greater 

focus on our mission—to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world—even as we help 

care for the daily details of hiring and supporting church 

staff members, caring for the maintenance of the build-

ing, stewarding the financial resources of the church, 

and attending to the overall health of the church. 

There are a few vacancies on our Board and those who 

applied and were elected to the first Accountable Lead-

ership Board have begun rotating off of the committee 

so additional vacancies will be created as each of them 

complete their term. If you are interested in serving a 

three-year term on the Accountable Leadership Board, 

please see Pastor Wendy for more information. Applica-

tions are available in the church office, along with a 

copy of the Leadership Board Covenant for you to re-

view as you consider whether this is an area in which 

God may be calling you to serve. 

MCCI Report Passes  
Unanimously! 

 On August 18, a special Church Conference was 
held for all members to vote on the recommendations 
provided in the Missional Church Consultation Initia-
tive (MCCI) report. In order for the report to pass, at 
least 75% of the members present needed to vote in 
favor of adopting the report. All members present 
voted in favor of the report, so our church will contin-
ue to receive MCCI resourcing and coaching in the 
months ahead to help us implement the five recom-
mendations:  
1. Building new friendships with neighbors using the 
Triad Strategy  
2. Getting “guest ready” by refreshing and declutter-
ing our space 
3. Improving  both internal and external communica-
tion 
4. Developing a “signature ministry” 
5. Dream, design, and plan worship and community 
for the next generation 
For more details you can find the full report on our 
website, menomonieumc.org or you can request a 
paper copy in the church office. 

 

Menomonie Korean Church  
Has Begun! 

 Over the past year a house church has been estab-
lished among  Korean students at UW-Stout, led by a 
dynamic young pastor, Pastor Eunsung Park. Pastor 
Park was ordained in the Korean Methodist Church 
before he and his wife, Jeongwon, came to Wiscon-
sin while she pursued her studies at UW-Stout. This 
little church has outgrown the living room where 
they have been worshiping. They are now officially 
recognized as a new church start, working with the 
New Ministries Strategy Board of the Wisconsin 
Conference of the UMC, and the Menomonie United 
Methodist Church has been invited to be an “anchor 
church” to provide them with space and prayer sup-
port as they continue to grow.  
 Over the summer our Accountable Leadership 
Board met with Pastor Park and Jeongwon to draft a 
“Covenant Agreement” outlining the times and 
church rooms in which the Menomonie Korean 
Church will meet (on Sunday afternoons and eve-
nings in the sanctuary, fellowship hall, and kitchen) 
as they gather for worship and a meal together each 
week. Although we will have a chance to approve or 
amend this Covenant Agreement at our regular 
Charge Conference on Sunday, October 30 at 3:30 
pm in the lower elementary classroom, the Me-
nomonie Korean Church will begin worshiping at the 
Menomonie UMC each Sunday, starting on Septem-
ber 11 based on the draft of the Covenant Agreement 
that was passed by the Accountable Leadership 
Board. Please pray that God will continue to bless 
and multiply this exciting new ministry in the months 

Monday Meals  
are Growing!   

We have been serving as many as 180 meals in one 
night.  What a great mission for our church and for 
those who are preparing, cooking and serving the 
meals. If you’d like to see how the meals work or 
would like to help out, either sign up outside the 
kitchen, show up at 4:45 on a Monday, or talk to Pas-
tor Wendy. 
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Blood Pressure 
Checks 

First Sunday  
of every month. 

Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our newsletter  

birthdays, anniversaries or a note, please let Lori 
know at the church office in advance. Your church 

family would like to celebrate your day! 

Happy 59th 
Anniversary 
Glenn & Jan Gehring 

Thursday, Sept. 1 

Our New Mobile App is Here! 
We’re excited to announce Menomonie United Meth-
odist Church has upgraded our mobile app! Vanco, our 
e-Giving provider, has launched an updated mobile app 
called Vanco Mobile. 
You can download the Vanco Mobile app for free from 
the App Store or Google Play. From there, you can 
make a one-time donation or set up recurring giving 
right through the app. Just select your fund and 
amount, enter a payment method and complete the do-
nation. 

EGiving Also Available  
on our Website! 

You can also give to the church by visiting our website 

at menomonieumc.org and click on the menu item 

“Give” this will walk you through the online giving 

procedure. 

American Red Cross  
Blood Drive 

Monday, October 10, 2022 
1:00-6:00 p.m. (New time) 
To donate go to redcrossblood.org,  
enter 54751 or call 1-800-733-2767. 

Rapid Pass is available. 

Prayer Time 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  

 
Prayer activity will start around 10 am,  

Sarah will be available at 9 am  
for anyone who has wellness concerns. 

PRAYER SHAWL 
GATHERING 

Thursday, September 15 
at the church  
4:00-6:00 PM 

We continue to make prayer shawls for 
 the church for those who are in need of 

blessings and extra healing . 
Also feel free  to bring any craft item you are 
working on to enjoy fellowship with others at 

the church. 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church Youth and Children’s Ministries 

September 14th  
Regular Youth 

 6:00pm-7:30pm 
Bonfire, outside games, 
Smores, hot dogs and 

 fellowship 
 

September 14th  
Parent Meeting 
5:30pm 6:00pm 

 
September 21st  

Regular Youth Meeting 
 6:00pm- 7:30pm  
dinner provided 

 
September 28th  

 Wednesday’s Table 
 4:45 pm - 6:30pm 
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